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Allied prisoners in good condition 

ROME (AP) — The Italian Red Cross has been told that all alliwt 
prisoners of war Held by Iraq are in good condition, Defence Minister 
Virgin io Rognooi said Friday. Mr. Rognoni said the information was 
given to Italy by the head of the Algerian Red Crescent who just returned 
from Iraq. The minister said the news was “comforting*’ but there was no 
way to imm edia t ely verify it. Mr. Rognoni also confirmed allied and 
Iraqi military commanders would meet Saturday in Iraq to discuss the 
release of PoWs and other terms of the ceasefire. He said the meeting will 
be held near Basra and allied commanders will demand diar Iraq leave its 
weapons behind. Italian General Mario Arpino mil be part of the allied 
delegation, Mr. Rognoni said. One I talian airman is known to be held by 
Iraq and a second is listed as missing in action. 
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France: U.N. must enforce all resolutions 

PARIS fR) — French President Francois Mitterrand said the U.N. 
Security Council must make sure all its resolutions, including those on the 
Palestinian question, are enforced and not just those applying to Iraq. “I 
have not forgotten the resolutions voted year after year and too often 
ignored,'' Mr. Mitterrand told the Dutch daily NRC Handelsblad, a dear 
reference 10 resolutions on the Palestinian question. "The Security 
Council should work 10 enforce (these resolutions) with the same 
determination in each case and for all the region," he added in the 
interview. Arabs have accused the west of hypocrisy, saying that while the 
U.N. insisted Iraq accept its 12 resolutions demanding its withdrawal from 
Kuwait, it failed to enforce those calling for Israel’s withdrawal from 
occupied territories. Mr. Mitterrand said the end of the Gulf war 
presented the Security Council, of which France is a permanent member, 
with a challenge. “We are at a turning point... will the Security Council be 
capable of extending and developing the coherent action undertaken since 
(the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on) August 2?" 
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Allies, Iraqis meet today on ceasefire 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT George Bush 
announced Friday that allied and 
Iraqi military leaders would meet 
Saturday afternoon in the war 
zone to discuss terms of a cease- 
fire, including a return of prison- 
ers of war (PoWs). 

He declined to specify where 
the meeting would be held, citing 
security concerns. 

In reply tp a question, Mr. 
Bush said he did not believe that 
the meeting could discuss estab- 
lishment of a security zone be- 
tween Iraq and Kuwait. Rather, 
he said. Secretary of State James 
Baker would cover that issue 
during his upcoming Middle East 
trip. 

Mr. Bush said at a White 
House news conference that he 
was confident the Iraqis would 
return all allied prisoners of war. 
but said, “put it this way, they’d 
better comply.” 

Mr. Bush said American troops' 
would be coming home soon, but 
did not provide any additional 
information. 

He said he didn’t believe the 
Iraqi people had been told the 
extent of their battlefield losses. 

“Truth is, we have destroyed 
Iraq's armour, and I see people 
dancing in the street” declaring 
they will win. Mr. Bush said. 

Mr. Bush would only say that 
allied commander General Nor- 
man Schwarzkopf and other allied' 
leaders would meet their Iraqi 
counterparts “in die theatre of 
operations.” He said this was an 
“important step in securing vic- 


tory’' by the U.S.-led allies over 
Iraqi forces during die six-week 
war that Mr. Bush declared over 
on Wednesday night. 

The president said he would 
still like the Iraqi people to topple 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein and 
bring Iraq “back to the family of 
peace-loving nations.” 

But he said there were no plans 
for the allies themselves to move 
against President Saddam. “We 
are not targetting Saddam and we 
have no claim on Iraqi territory,” 
be said. 

But he noted that “nobody can 
be absolved of responsibility 
under international Jaw.” 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Friday that the Un- 
ited States was prepared to start 
bombing Iraq again if Baghdad 
resumed hostilities in the Gulf 
war. 

“If they were to launch a Scud 
at Saudi Arabia or Israel or take 
some other hostile act, there is no 
question but we would resume 
hostilities,” Mr. Cheney said dur- 
ing an interview on ABC televi- 
sion's “Good Morning America.” 
“Probably what we would do is 
to open up the air campaign 
again. There are a number of 
additional targets we could go 
after,” Mr. Qieuey said. 

He also said Iraq must agree to 
quickly return U.S. and allied 
prisoners of war before a perma- 
nent ceasefire takes effect. 

“We will not agree to a cease- 
fire or have arrangements made 
for a ceasefire until we are satis- 
fied that- we Will receive our 
prisoners in short order ” Mr. 


Cheney said. 

He said Gen. Schwarzkopf or 
another senior officer would 
probably meet Iraqi officers to 
discuss details of the ceasefire. 
He said the talks would be in 
Iraqi territory now held by the 
United States. 

Mr. Cheney said “thousands 
and thousands” of Iraqis were 
lolled in the Gulf war but the 
exact number may never be 
known. 

He said Iraqi prisoners wonld 
be interviewed and those sus- 
pected of having taken part in 
“atrocities” against Kuwaitis 
would be turned over to author- 
ities in Kuwait. Others who 
wanted to return to Iraq would be 
sent home eventually. 

“I do not expect a large U.S. 
ground presence over the long 
term. There may be a transitional 
period for example in Kuwait 
where we might be pan of a 
multinational force.” 

“We may well go to a rotation- 
al policy now that we’ve got the 
basic combat over with,” Cheney 
added. “We don’t want to keep 
anybody there any longer than we 
have to.” 

Mr. Cheney said. U.S. troops 
would be sent home as soon as 
possible, but it may take several 
months for the pullout to be 
complete. He said the first units 
to return would probably be 
those which were sent to the Gulf 
first, such as the 82nd airborne 
division and the air force’s 1st 
tactical wing. 


Aziz accuses U.S. of 
violating ceasefire 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Baghdad accused the United 
States Friday of violating the 
ceasefire by reinforcing its troops 
inside Iraq and demanded their 
immediate withdrawal. 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
made the charge in a statement 
carried by the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) and broadcast on Bagdad 
Radio. 

Mr. Aziz also accused U.S. 
troops of “provocative activities” 
and said these should stop. 

“We have today learned that 
despite announcement of the 
ceasefire there is a military force 
on our western border made up 
of a number of tanks and infan- 
trymen still in various areas on 
the road linking Nasiriyah and 
Samawa,” Mr. Aziz said. 

“They are making attacks in- 
compatible with the ceasefire. 

“It (the force) is carrying our 
provocative activities... and we 
learned of this only this morning 
because of difficulty in com- 
munications.” 

Allied commanders say several 
of their divisions swept from the 
Saudi Arabian border through 


southern Iraq to the Euphrates 
River valley on which both towns 
are sited. 

Nasiriyah is a major trans- 
portation hub on the Euphrates 
River about 110 kilometres west 
of the confluence with the Tigris 
and 250 kilometres south of 
Baghdad. 

On Wednesday, the Iraqis said 
allied airborne units had laun- 
ched an attack at the Ali air base 
west of Nasiriyah and met heavy 
resistance from civilians and the 
popular army militia. 

“Despite foe announcement of 
the ceasefire declared by the Un- 
ited States and which we 
observed immediately, there- is a 
U.S. and Western military force 
made up of a number of tanks 
and infantry still in various-areas 
of the road linking A1 Nasiriyah 
with A1 Samawa (to the west) and 
up to a point on the road south of 
A1 Nasiriyah,” Mr. Aziz said. ] 

“The aggressive forces had bar- 
baricaily deployed in these areas 
during the aggression in a show of 
musde by dropping troops from 


All Kuwait oil wells 
put out of action 
by ‘Iraqis or allies’ 


KUWAIT CITY (R) — All 
Kuwait's 950 producing oil wells' 
have been set ablaze or otherwise 
damaged by Iraqi sabotage or 
allied bombing, according to ini- 
tial surveys by the Kuwait Oil. 
Company (KOC). 

“Our provisional assessment is 
that they have damaged every, 
producing wells,” KOC executive 
Musab A1 Yaseen said in an 
interview. 

“Our feeling from checks oar 
personnel have done so fer is that 
all the wells have been ex- 
ploded.” , 

Wells that had not caught fire, 
when blasted by Iraqi explosives 
had been badly damaged and! 
were spouting crude ml. Some! 
wells bad been destroyed by 
allied bombing, he said, bat thej 
vast majority had been blown up; 
by Iraqi forces. j 

Mr. Yaseen and other KOCj 
executives said the country faad[ 
)Ut 16 days supply of oil left in 
storage tanks for domestic con- 
sumption only. 

They declined to say when they 
expected Kuwait to be able to' 
resume oil production or exports, i 
Mr. Yaseen and other KOC 


production and fire control offi- 
cials were speaking at the A1 
Ahmadi oil complex. Huge col- 
umns of fire and smoke rose from 
all sides. 

The officials said Iraq’s Repub- 
lican Guards planted explosives 
on every wellhead in the country 
immediately after they invaded 
on Aug. 2. 

But they did not connect de- 
tonators and fuses until much 
lamr. Large-scale destruction of 
oil wells began only last week, the 
officials said. 

■ “This could have been pre- 
vented,” Mr. Yaseen said. I 
“It is a great shame the alliesl 
could not have prevented ou nj 
wells from being exploded... if 
cried. The allies had a great 
opportunity to prevent this. TTie 
oil wells were not equipped with' 
detonators few several months.” 
Mr. Yaseen stressed he was not 
criticising allied tactics, saying 
there may have' been other con- 
siderations in the conduct of the,' 
war. l \ 

• Allied bombing had set on fire, 
as many as 34 oil wells, the KOC] 
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Algeria 

denies 

Saddam 

report 

ATLANTA, Georgia (Agency) 
— Algeria’s ambassador to the 
United States denied here Fi relay 
that Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein had asked his government 
for asylum. 

Ambassador Abdul Rah man 
Benfid told reporters: “It is only 
a rumour — there is an official 
denial in Algeria.” 

The French newspaper Le 
Monde reported from Algiers on 
Friday that President Saddam 
had decided to step down and had 
asked Algerian authorities for 
asylum. 

“Algerian authorities are seek- 
ing assurances from the coalition 
allies that they will not pursue 
Saddam Hussein once he is in 
exile.” Le Monde wrote. 

Asked about tire plausibility of 
such an offer,” Mr. Benfid said: 
“It is up to the Iraqi people to 
(foal with this situation.” 

Mr. Benfid was in Atlanta to 
deliver a speech to the American- 
Arab Affairs Council annual 
meeting. 

President Saddam, bitter over 
being “cut loose” by the Soviet 
Union, inquired through unspeci- 
fied channels on Wednesday if 
Algeria would be willing to grant 
him political asylum, Le Maude 
asserted. 

Algerian authorities agreed to 
the request on the conditions that 
it was acceptable to the new Iraqi 
leadership, and that no attempt 
would be made by the coalition to 
make Pres dent Saddam account- 
able for war crimes or repara- 
tions, Le Monde said in its front- 
page report. 

It said Algeria received assur- 
ances on tiie latter point from the 
allies. 

U.S. President George Bush 
cast doubt m Washington Friday- 
that such clemency would be 
possible. 

“I cannot have a wand and 
absolve someone of responsibili- 
ties,” Mr. Bush said at a news 
conference. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said in Washington that be 
knew nothing of such a move by 
President Saddam. 

“I don’t think any tears would 
be shed if Saddam Hussein were 
to leave power,” Mr. Baker told 
reporters Friday after a meeting 
with German Foreign Minister. 
Hans-Dieter Genscher. 

Mr. Baker said any question of 
President Saddam seeking asylum 



King urges Arab reconciliation 

Jordan happy with Kuwaitis regaining their 
country, also shares Iraqis’ wounds and pain 
Democracy can save Arabs from pitfalls of conflict 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
appealed Friday for reconcilia- 
tion in the divided Arab World. 

In his tint address to the nation 
since Feb. 6, the King said: 
“We would like to assure the 
whole world that Jordan throws 
its arms open wide to all those 
who wish to establish friendly 
relations based on mutual respect 
and cooperation." 

“Gloating and apportioning 
blame are not Arab traits, nor are 
they compatible with their spir- 
itual values because they lead to 
enmity, hatred and alienation,” 
King Hussein said. 

“On this day we see the begin- 
ning of a new Arab era, a new 


dawn between Iraq and Kuwait 
marked by reconciliation and re- 
construction in both countries,” 
he said. 

The King warned of further 
unrest m the region if the gap 
between rich and poor were not 
addressed. 

“... We must also focus atten- 
tion on the growing disparity 
between rich and poor nations in 
the region which predicates con- 
tinuing social and political unrest 
if it is not addressed insti- 
tutionally... and not just as an 
expression of charity." he said. 

“It is through the widespread 
adoption of democracy in Arab 
countries that we can best Save 


the Arab Nation from the pitfalls 
of armed conflict," said the King. 

He said he was well aware that 
wounds created by the crisis 
might hinder Arab reconciliation 
but asked for all nations to make 
an honest effort. 

He appealed to the internation- 
al community to devote the same 
attention to the Palestinian prob- 
lem that it had given to Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Jordanians were happy that 
Kuwaitis had regained their inde- 
pendence after the Iraqi retreat 
but they also sympathised with 
“our Iraqi brothers nursing their 
wounds and pain,” said the King. 

“We shall stand with the Iraqi 


people as they look forward to 
rebuilding their country and to 
healing their wounds." 

Israel should learn a lesson 
from the way Palestinians under 
Israeli occupation showed joy ev- 
ery time Iraq fired missiles at the 
Jewish slate, the King said. 

“Such ‘happiness* is no more 
than a reflection of deep-seated 
and profound sorrow, coupled 
with despair of attaining interna- 
tional justice and of having 
waited so long for salvation in 
freedom and the right to live with 
dignity.” the King said. 

See full text of the King's 
-speech on page 5. 


Big powers review 
Gulf resolution at U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Five powerful U.N. ambassadors 
met Friday to discuss a draft 
resolution for a Gulf war settle- 
ment that diplomats say seeks to 
choke arms shipments to Iraq as 
long as Saddam Hussein remains 
in power. 

The proposed Security Cnimril 
resolution would extend the arms 
cutoff imposed on Iraq after its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

The ambassadors of the United 
States, Britain, France, China 
and the Soviet Union — the five 
council members with veto power 
— met at the U.S. miss on for 
final consultations on the text. 

“We have always said that if 
Saddam Hussein remains in pow- 
er, it’s the view of the United 
States government that an aims 
embargo most continue. That re- 
mains our view,” State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler said Thursday in 
Washington. 

Diplomats said the resolution 
drafted by U.S. diplomats also 
renews calls for: 

— Iraq's compliance with all 12 
Security Council resolutions' on 
the invasion. 

— Immediate release of all 
Kuwaitis and third-country cap- 
tives. 

— Acceptance in principle of 
liability for damage and injuries 
caused by Iraq. 

— Immediate return of 
Kuwaiti airplanes and other 
assets removed after the invasion. 

— Rescinding of Iraq’s annexa- 
tion of Kuwait. 

The United States was drafting 
the resolution even as the Secur- 
ity Council was holding consulta- 
tions on formalising Thursday's 
provisional ceasefire called by 
President George Bush. 

Some diplomats said they had 
hoped the council would swiftly 
formalise the ceasefire. But the 
United States and Britain argued 
there was no rush. 

“We already have a ceasefire,” 
U.S. Ambassador Thomas R. 
Pickering said Thursday. 

The United States argued in- 
stead that the most important 


thing was a meeting of allied and 
Iraqi commanders to discuss ceas- 
efire terms such as an exchange of 
prisoners and release of Kuwaitis. 
Iraq has agreed to the meeting. 

A U.S. official in Washington, 
speaking on condition of apony- 
*mhy, said Iraqi diplomat Khaled 

Sfaewayish was called to the State. 

Department late Thursday and 
told where and when U.S. milit- 
ary commanders would like to 
meet with Iraqi commanders. 

After the meeting, Western 
diplomats said, the Security Coun- 
cil wonld be in a position to 
declare a permanent ceasefire, 
send observers and begin work on 
establishing security in the re- 
gion. 

After the Security Council con- 
sultations broke up Thursday. 
Mr. Pickering and Iraqi Ambas- 
sador Abdul Amir A1 An ban 
held a brief conversation, diplo- 
mats said. Details were not avail- 
able. 

Prospects of a council meeting 
on the issue Friday remained 
uncertain. Some Western diplo- 
mats said Monday was more like- 
ly - 

Kuwaiti Ambassador Moham- 
mad Abul Hassan told reporters 
at least 22,000 Kuwaiti civilians, 
including 5,000 in the past few 
days, had been seized by Iraqis, 
in addition to 8,632 Kuwaiti milit- 
ary prisoners of war. 

He said ail prisoners should be 
returned and Iraq should re- 
nounce all territorial claims be- 
fore a formal ceasefire is de- 
clared. 

“Iraq is not forthcoming about ' 
these things and we are very 
much doubtful for Iraq,” Mr. 
Abul Hassan said. 

Mr. Anbari told reporters, 
“We are ready to expedite repat- 
riation as soon as possible.” He 
said his government wants the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross to handle the logistics. 

Earlier, Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar said the 
United Nations is prepared to 
send observers or peacekeepers 
“as soon as possible” if requested 
by the Security Council. 


Relief group says 
blanket Israeli curfew 
harming Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — International relief 
groups accused Israel Friday of 
inflicing “unprecedented dam- 
age” on Palestinian community 
life by a Gulf-related curfew on 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

And a human rights group 
working under the Latin Patriar- 
chate of Jerusalem said separate- 
ly the army curfew, imposed since 
mid-January, was illegal and it 
planned to challenge the army in 
the Israeli supreme court. 

In Arab Jerusalem, a coordi- 
nating committee of International 
Non-Governmental Organisa- 
tions, including Save the Children 
and the Catholic Relief Service, 
said in a statement that the cur- 
few had affected all aspects of 
Palestinian ‘life. 

“The impact of the Israeli- 
imposed quarantine on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip has been 
devastating. Palestinian selfre- 
liance has been severely jeopar- 
dised and all sectors of society 
had sustained unprecedented 
damage,” it said. 

Israel confined all Arab resi- 
dents of the occupied territories 
to their homes at the outset of the 
Gulf war on Jan. 17, saying it 
feared demonstrations and vio- 
lence by Palestinians who sup- 
ported Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

The army eased restrictions last 
month, lifting curfews on most 
areas during the daytime but 
limiting travel between cities. 
Some Arab workers have been 
allowed to return to jobs in 
Israel. 

The statement, using data from 
Palestinian economists, said cur- 
fews had caused an estimated 
$150 million to $200 million loss 
to the economy of the occupied 
territories, or some eight per cent 
of annual gros domestic product. 

The army curfew prevented 
over 100,000 Palestinians from 
crossing to work in Israel, forced 


factories to close down and left 
farms abandoned. 

Some Palestinians have sold 
jewellery and other belongings to 
provide for their family needs. 

The eight-page statement also 
accused Israel of uringrthe curfew 
to impose other forms of collec- 
tive punishment like tax raids and 
land confiscation. 

Military authorities demolished 
or sealed more than 30 
Palestinian-owned homes and 11 
wells and arrested some 4.500 
people for curfew violations and 
other charges, the relief groups 
said. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said he was not familiar with the 
group's figures and had not seen 
the report. 

The statement said eight 
Palestinians were shot dead by 
Israeli soldiers during the cur- 
fews, another by an Israeli civi- 
lian and at least 72 Gazans were 
wounded by army gunfire. 

Figures compiled by Reuters 
show that at least six Arabs have 
been killed in the occupied areas 
since the Gulf war began. 

On Friday, a 23-year-old 
Palestinian from the West Bank 
town of Jenin died from Israeli 
army gunshot wounds, hospital 
officials said. 

Official at Nablus's A1 Ittihad 
hospital said Najib Mustafa 
Ehwaileh was shot some three 
months ago. At least 773 Palesti- 
nians have been killed by Israelis 
since the outbreak of the 38- 
month-old uprising. 

The statement also charged 
that at least five Palestinians have 
died either because Israeli sol- 
diers prevented their speedy 
transfer to hospitals or because 
they had been deprived of 
medication under the curfew. 

The ’body of a Palestinian 
woman was found Friday strang- 
led and stabbed to death in the 
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Iraq says allied paratroopers wiped out 


NICOSIA (AP) — Baghdad 
Radio said Friday allied air- 
borne units that landed behind 
Iraqi fines were wiped out and 
that Iraq wonld be remem- 
bered forever for its stand 
against a “total seige.” 

On day two of the Gulf war 
ceasefire, a radio commentary 
denounced Arab partners of 
the Western allies, who it said 
stopped the fighting only after 
encountering fierce battles 
with the Republican Guards. 

Newspapers praised Iraqi 
forces, with one headline proc- 
laiming: “By God’s wifi and 
the might of our leader Sad- 
dam Hussein we foiled the 
aggressors’ plot.” 

“Oh, our beloved Iraq, you 
are still inside the heart and 
conscience of every Iraqi 


citizen and every soldier,” a 
radio commentary said. “Yon 
teach mankind many, many 
things.” 

The government on Thurs- 
day ordered its soldiers to stop 
fighting and agreed to comply 
with all 12 U.N. resolutions 
placed against it because of the 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

At the same time, it scoffed 
at allied claims of virtory after 
six weeks of relentless air 
strikes and four days'of ground 
fighting that took U.S.-led 
troops into Iraqi territory as 
Iraq’s soldiers polled back 
from Kuwait 

“All the paratroopers drop- 
ped behind the Iraqi defensive 
lines at the approaches to Dhi 
Qar govern ate, southern Iraq, 
were wiped out after all the 


communication lines were cut 
between the coalition forces 
and the U.S. forces command 
in die Dhi Qar region,” the 
radio said Friday. 

It said various sources re- 
ported that President George 
Bush's ceasefire decision re- 
sulted from heavy tank battles 
“described as the fiercest bat- 
tle since World War n.” 

A radio commentary praised 
Iraqi citizens. 

“You have performed the 
acts of dignified men and con- 
. fronted and buried a conspira- 
cy which went past your bor- 
ders to include the whole Arab 
homeland,” the radio said. 

“At the same time, large 
and rich Arab regimes sided 
with the unsuccessful conspira- 


cy. supplied it with men and 
money, and hired Out its cheap 
and mercenary media to the 
dirty petrodollars,” it said. 

The commentary said Iraqis 
“have stood up against the 
raids of acrimony, vileness and 
hate for more than 42 days. 
Their homes, houses of 
worship, air raid shelters, 
schools, hospitals, and econo- 
mic and civilian installations 
were subjected to more than 
100,000 air raids.” 

It said that was “more than 
double the number of raids 
carried out against Nazi Ger- 
many.” 

“By this stand alone, oh 
Iraq, the whole world will re- 
gard you with pride and digni- 
ty until the end of time.” 


Levy 

wants 

peace 

talks 

TEL AVIV (R) - Foreign 
Minister David Levy told 
Israelis Friday "not to fear 
peace negotiations with 
Palestinians, saying new 
groups were emerging who 
wanted to talk. 

In the wake of the Gulf 
war, Mr. Levy said, Washing- 
ton must encourage Arab 
states to meet Israel at the 
peace table. He forecast that 
Palestinians would be quick 
to join in. 

In 1989, Mr. Levy opposed 
an Israeli initiative to let the 
Palestinians of the West 
• Bank and Gaza Strip elect 
negotiators for talks with 
Israel. 

He said be now backed the 
idea, because the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) was “on the decline." 

The PLO was deprived of 
its official contacts with the 
United States in June after 
some of its guerrillas tried to 
attack Israeli beaches. 

In further alienated sym- 
pathisers in Washington by 
backing Iraq in the Gulf war. 

“Today the PLO is on the 
decline,” Mr. Levy said in a 
radio interview. “It can get 
off the stage, the obstacle is 
gone, its positions axe un- 
acceptable.” 

But he added: “There are 
Palestinian elements de- 
veloping (in the occupied ter- 
ritories) and they want to 
take part in the political pro- 
cess, accept the Israeli initia- 
tive." 

"We must sit and talk with 
them on the Israeli initiative 
without fear.” 

Last week, in an apparent 
swipe at Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, Mr. Levy said 
Israel must shun a “sit and 
do nothing" policy on making 
peace with Arabs. 

Mr. Levy, 53, labelled a 
pragmatist by friends and an 
opportunist ■■fey foes, aspires 
to succeed Mr. Shamir, the 
75-year-old leader of their 
rightist Likud party which has 
been accused by Washington 
of policies that block the road 
to peace. 

Haaretz ■ newspaper said 
Friday that senior Likud offi- 
cials urgently wanted to call a 
party convention to keep Mr. 
Levy from committing the 
government to a peace com- 
promise contrary to party 
policy. 

Likud opposes giving up 
the occupied territories. 
Haaretz said the Likud offi- 
cials favoured talks with 
Arab states before opening 
negotiations with Palesti- 
nians. 
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iddle East News 


I ran to 
send food 
to Iraq 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Iran is pre- 
pared to send food for the 
people of Iraq, its foe in the 
198C^8S war, the Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) 
reported Friday, 

The first shipment will in- 
clude powdered milk, baby 
food, flour, cooking oil and 
fruit, IRNA said. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said U.N. Security 
General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar was informed of Iran’s deci- 
sion. 

It said the food would be 
shipped across the border with 
help from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

In a separate dispatch. 
IRNA said that 56 Iranians 
captured in the Iran-Iraq war 
were freed by Baghdad and 
arrived home Thursday. 

It added that Tehran would 
repatriate a similar number of 
Iraqis. 

The Iranians came home as 
more than 100.000 Iraqi and at 
least 13 allied prisoners await 
repatriation. 

Iran was among the few 
countries which dispatched 
food and medicine to Iraq 
since U.N. sanctions were im-* 
posed on Baghdad following its 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

The Iranians maintained 
they were not violating the* 
embargo, which permitted 
“humanitarian shipments.” 

More than 70,000 prisoners 
on both sides were repatriated 
in a month-long swap that was 
abrubtly halted by Baghdad in 
September. 

The Iranians accused Iraq of 
withholding thousands of 
PoWs, but Baghdad said all 
had been repatriated. 

The Red Cross, which coor- 
dinated the exchange, upholds 
Iran's claim, but says it has no 
estimate of the number of Ira- 
nians still held by Iraq. 

Iran said the Muslim world 
will not allow Western troops 
to stay in southern Iraq. 

“America and the other 
Western stares now occupying 
Iraq must realise that they will 
not be able to stay in this 
country,” Iranian radio’s inter- 
national service said. 

“The Iraqi people are part of 
the Islamic Nation, and "the 
Islamic World will not allow 
America to continue its 
occupation of Iraq in this man- 
ner.” the Radio added. 


War’s end brings 
hope to wife of 
jailed Palestinian 


By Larry Tborson 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The wife of a leading Palestinian 
activist jailed by Israel for 
allegedly spying for Iraq hopes 
the end of the Gulf war may 
mean freedom for her husband. 

Sari Nusseibeh's imprisonment 
Jan. 29 drew protests from the 
United States, Britain, France 
and Amnesty Internationa), be- 
cause Israeli authorities jailed 
him without trial. 

The 42-year-old philosophy 
professor, a key promoter of 
Palestinian independence, was 
accused of passing information to 
the Iraqis about their missile 
attacks against Israel. But Israel 
did not put him on trial, instead 
using what is known as adminis- 
trative detention to jail him on 
the basis of undisclosed evidence. 

His British-born wife, Lucy, 
said in an interview Thursday the 
judge who reviewed the evidence 
had cut the defence ministry's 
request for six months’ detention 
to three months because the case 
was weak. 

“The judge said it was preven- 
tive (detention) rather than puni- 
tive, and sometimes war changes 
the whole security situation,” she 
said. 

Her husband should be re- 
leased “if it's clear the war is 
really finished," she said. 
“According to what the judge 
said, he should be released im- 
mediately.” 

If Mr. Nusseibeh is freed, he 
will find the Israeli-Palestinians 
divide deeper than ever. 

Palestinians lost the good will of 
Israeli doves by cheering Iraqi 
missile attacks on Tel Aviv. They 
need an articulate spokesmen like 
Mr. Nusseibeh. with his Oxford 
degree and a philosophy doctorate 
from Harvard LTniversity, now 
more than ever. 

Mrs. Nusseibeh and other 
Palestinians say he was jailed to 
discredit moderates who claim a 
Palestinian state could live in 
peace with Israel. 

But Yossi Olmert, head of the 
government press office, said Mr. 
Nusseibeh was jailed because of 
“specific pro-Iraq activities in 
wartime.” 

“It was an embarrassing situa- 
tion for this guy who was taken as 
a moderate," Mr. Olmert said. 
“He cannot be a moderate if he is 


Extent of devastation 
still unknown in Iraq 


By John Rice 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — War in the Gulf 
has left Iraq a deeply wounded 
nation, mo u r nin g its riep ri and 
facing years of civilian recon- 
struction and austerity. 

Nobody knows yet the full 
scope of the devastation caused 
by the five weeks of air bombard- 
ment and four pulverising days of 
war on the ground. 

But allied war claims indicate 
that thousands of Iraqi soldiers 
may have died. Government ami 
medical officials in Baghdad said 
even before the allied ground 
offensive began that as many as 
20,000 Iraqi dviafians had been 
killed in the air raids that began 
Jan. 17. 

Life for the survivors among 
Iraq’s 17 milkon people will be 
hard in the months ahead amid 
the devastation caused by the 
allied air offensive. 

Oil refineries, power plants, 
petrochemical complexes and in- 
dustrial sites have been destroyed 
along with militarily strategic 
targets. Residential areas were 
also hit by allied bombs and 


Tbe allied attacks destroyed 
dozens of key bridges and cra- 


tered major highways. That will 
disrupt civilian traffic for mouths, 
if not years. 

Iraq now faces a reconstruction 
bill that is expected to run into 
tens of billions of dollars. There 
will probably be massive repara- 
tions de m anded by Kuwait. 

While Western countries are 
fining up to rebuild Kuwait, few 
have indicated any willingness to 
give financial breaks to Iraq. 

Before the invasion of Kuwait 
Aug. 2, Iraq was burdened with a 
foreign debt from the war with 
Iran of up to $70 billion. That 
remains, with nothing in the 
treasury to pay for the country’s 
second reconstruction in three 
years. 

Iraq sits on oil reserves esti- 
mated at $100 trillion barrels, tbe 
second largest it} the world after 
Saudi Arabia. 

Exports, Baghdad's main 
source of revenue, were halted by 
the U.N. embargo in August. 
Even if they resume soon, much 
of the money may have to go in 
war reparations. 

There are shortages caused by 
the embargo and these may con- 
tinue because die U.N. sanctions 
still remain. For how long that 
will be so is not known yet. 

Most of Iraq has no electricity. 


There are no telephones. Fuel is 
scarce. Water supply and sewage 
are barely functioning. 

“When you cut electricity, yon 
cut water. All civilian work stop- 
ped,” said Zouheir Abdul HadL, 
manager of the ruined Donza 
power station in the southern part 
of Baghdad. 

Hie said the 610-megawatt plant 
alone had cost $500 million to 
bnild in the early 1980s. 

Many parts of the ca pit al have 
water for only a few hours a day 
or for a few days a week because 
pumpin g plants are operating 
only emergency generators. 

Health officials say the water 
problem combi ne d with foe onset 
of hot weather in a few weeks, 
could lead to epidemics of 
cholera, typhoid and other dis- 
eases. 

Dr. Anneke Verster, a Dutch 
nutritionist who was with a World 
Health Organisation team that 
visited Baghdad daring the 
bombing, said diarrhoea has 
quadrupled among children be- 
cause what’s left of the water 
sy ste m has been polluted. 

An estimated one-quarter of 
Baghdad’s pre-war population 
moved into the surrounding 
countryside daring tbe allied 
bombing. 
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Dumas: PLO is only spokesman 


supporting Iraq.” 

He admitted, though, that Mr. 
Nusseibeh might be released 
now. 

The evidence against the activ- 
ist has not been officially re- 
leased. Press reports refer to a 
phone caU to Mr. Nusseibeh from 
an Iraqi diplomat in Tunisia after 
the Gulf war started Jan. 17. 

Mrs. Nusseibeh said it was 
“complete nonsense” to claim the 
call showed spying. 

“We don’t even know if there 
was an Iraqi phone call,” she 
said. “If you get a call from 
someone saying he is someone 
and you never met him, how do 
you know who he is?” 

Her husband spoke “in a very 
general way about the situation 
among Palestinians,” she said. 

“This is not being a spy; on the 
contrary, it’s a natural polite way 
of dealing with a questionable 
phone call. A man who was a spy 
would hang up in a case like 
that,” she said. 

Some Israelis say the Mr. Nus- 
seibeh case supports the view that 
peace could not take place if the 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip get an inde- 
pendent state. 

A dovish member of parlia- 
ment, Yossi Sarid of the Citizens' 
Rights movement, had often met 
Mr. Nasseibeh. Yet, after his 
arrest, Mr. Sarid denounced him. 
Mr. Sarid said evidence pre- 
sented at a closed parliamentary 
committee convinced him the 
Palestinian could have been con- 
victed and sentenced to several 
years in prison. 

“Mr. Nusseibeh, whose father 
Anwar Nusseibeh once was de- 
fence minister of Jordan, was a 
key spokesman during tbe three- 
year Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza. In 1987 he 
was beaten up by fellow Arabs 
for his contacts with Israelis. 

Mrs. Nusseibeh met her hus- 
band while he was an under- 
graduate at Oxford. They have 
lived in Jerusalem since 1978. 
when he finished his doctorate at 
Harvard and returned to teach at 
Bir Zeit University in the West 
Bank. 

Mrs. Nusseibeh was asked how 
she keeps her spirits up. despite 
the dangers faced by her hus- 
band. 

“Perhaps it's because he is in- 
volved,” she said. “That in itself 
gives hope. He’s a man who 
works for solutions.” 


WASHINGTON (AP) — French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas has singlled out the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) as the only true 
representative of Palestinians at this time. 

He said he had discussed the problem at length 
with Secretary of State James Baker and that their 
views differ but may eventually come together. 

Yasser Arafat and other leaders of the organisa- 
tion supported Iraq in the conflict with the United 
States and other countries in the coalition. Mr. 
-Dumas acknowledged that the PLO had suffered 
from its stand. But he suggested it still had strong 
support in Jordan and in the occupied territories. 

“At the moment I do not see any true, authentic 
representation of the Palestinian population out- 
side of this organisation,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 

In Paris, Defence Minister Pierre Joxe pledged 
support for the Palestinians in the United Nations. 

Mr. Dumas said Baker had told him that it is 
necessary to settle the Palestinian probem as soon 
as possible “noting that there could not be an 
international conference in the immediate future 
for the simple reason that Israel would not take 
part." 

Mr. Dumas repeated his support for a confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Baker will visit the Middle East next week. 


stopping in Israel for the first time in his two years 
as secretary of stare. Mr. Dumas said he would be 
going soon himself. 

Mr. Dumas said Fench troops could be out of 
the area quickly; he called it a matter of days, but 
said it was essentially a military question. In Paris, 
Mr. Joxe pledged to keep French troops there as 
long as the international community desires. 

Mr. Dumas said in a television interview: 

U 1 think during a short period it will be necessary 
to secure the region. And of course, for instance in 
Kuwait, on the boundary, it is necessary to 
maintain some forces.'* 

But afterwards our mission is not to stay there. I 
am speaking for .France.” 

Mr. Dumas said it would be a mistake to raise 
the embargo on arms against Iraq. 

“It would be silly to penult Saddam Husseing to 
buy arms and to start again. But at the same time it 
will be necessary for all the people to buy what 
they need,” he added in an interview broadcast by 
Cable News Network. 

He said tbe West should keep in mind the idea of 
helping people who need food and clothing. 

He added that France stands ready to help 
restore good relations between the West and tbe 
Arab World, especially in North Africa and the 
countries which have been suffering from the war. 



Red Cross 
appeals for 

Sudan aid 

GENEVA (AP) — Famine 
threatens up to 13 million people 
in Ethiopia and Sudan after two 
years -of drought and continuing 
civiLwars. the International Red 
Cross has said in issuing an 
emergency aid appeal. 

Saying “widespread famine is 
imminent” in both countries, the 1 
League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies appealed for 
about $66 million in international 
emergency aid. 

The Red Cross appeal is the 
latest by international relief agen- 
cies which have warned in recent 
weeks that the area could face a 
repeat of the devastating 1981-85 
famine. 

"It’s nearly as bad, very close 
to the situation in 1984-85." said 
Ann Naef. a Red Cross spokes- 
woman. 

Sudan and Ethiopia are each 
reported to be facing a food 
shortfall of about one million 
tons, which is close to the levels 
during tbe previous famine, Ms. 
Naef said. 

The league’s appeal asked for 
$41 million dollars to be ear- 
marked for famine relief in 
Ethiopia, and the rest of the 
money for Sudan. 

Up to six million people in 
Ethiopia face famine after two 
years of drought and “total crop 
failure,” the league said. Civil 
strife in northern Ethiopia has 
driven as many as 800,000 people 
from their homes and fields. 

The appeal would enable the 
Ethiopian Red Cross to provide 
food, water and medical aid to 
400.000 people, the league said. 

The league said “acute food 
shortages” in Sudan threatened 
more than seven million 
Sudanese after two successive 
years of drought compounded by 
a long-running civil war that has 
disrupted food production. 

Deaths by starvation have 
already been reported in Sudan. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Stranded British jet destroyed in battle 

LONDON (R) — A British Airways Jumbo jet stranded at 
Kuwait's airport since Iraq invaded last August was destroyed in a 
battle this week, the company said Thursday. British Airways said 
the Boeing 747 appeared to have been hit in crossfire during a fierce 
artillery fight between Iraqi troops and allied forces at Kuwait 
City’s international airport. The airliner, carrying 363 passengers 
and 18 crew, landed on Aug. 2 just hours before the Iraqi invation. 
It was on a scheduled flight from London via Kuwait to Madras, 
India. The passengers and crew, plus about 60 British Airways staff 
already in Kuwait, were at first held by Iraqi forces at hotels in 
Kuwait along with other foreigners. All Westerners held in 
Baghdad and Kuwait were released just before Christmas. British 
Airways said the jumbo jet was completely destroyed but it was 
fully insured. 

Manila hopes to make money 

MANILA (AP) — President Corazon Aquino said Friday her 
government will seek jobs for Filipino workers to help rebuild 
Kuwait and other areas devastated by the Gulf war. Mrs. Aquino 
said she has sent letters congratulating the emir of Knwait, Sheikh 
Jaber Al Sabah, and Saudi King Fahd on the liberation of Kuwait 
and offered “our assistance in so for as the reconstruction and 
rehabilitation of the affected areas are concerned.” She said in a 
press conference that she will soon send Labour Secretary Ruben 
Torres to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to discuss with Gulf officials tbe 
prospects for hiring Filipino workers. In addition, Mrs. Aquino said 
her government also hopes to win contracts for Philippine firms in 
construction projects. There are about half a million Filip, 
workers now deployed in the Gulf nations. 390.000 in Saudi 
Arabia. The Philippine Overseas Employment Administration 
forecasts that in Saudi Arabia. Filipinos can get at least 50,000 of 

700.000 vacancies that will follow the expulsion of Yemenis and 
other Arab states that supported Iraq, a spokesman said.' About 

30.000 jobs will be open to Filipinos medical professionals, 
engineers and skilled labourers in Kuwait. 

Kurds clash with Turkish troops 

ANKARA fR) — At least three people were killed when Kurdish 
civilians clashed with security forces in the southeastern Turkish 
town of Simak, officials said on Friday. Residents said four people 
died. Simak Provinical Governor Aydin Aslan told Reuters the 
dead included a soldier who was electrocuted by a high-tension wire 
from a pylon during riots on Thursday. He said one civilian died of 
stab wounds which may have been caused by picks and shovels used 
by rioters. An official in the provincial capital Diyarbakir said 
another civilian died of bullet wounds in hospital late on Thursday. 
Simak residents said a woman had also been killed in the clashes 
between Kurdish townspeople and security forces, the worst in the 
southeast for more than a year. 

Family of Moroccan general released 

PARIS, (R) — The widow and children of Moroccan General 
Mohammad Oufkir have been released after more than 18 years in 
detention after a failed coup against King Hassan, French press 
reports said Friday. They were detained after warplanes fired at the 
king’s plane in August 1972. The monarch escaped unhurt and 
Gen. Oufkir, blamed for tbe attack, was reported to have 
committed suicide. Fatima Oufkir, 54. her six children aged 20 to 
35, and a cousin were freed last Tuesday and were living with 
relatives in Rabat, press and radio reports quote the family's 
French lawyers as saying.' Their release would be announced 
officially on Sunday on the 30th anniversary of King Hassan's 
coronation. 

Kuwaiti opposition leader attacked 

WASHINGTON (R) — A leading Kuwaiti opposition figure was 
wounded in an apparent assassination attempt in Kuwait City, tbe 
Washington Post reported Friday. Hamid Yoaan, a former member 
of the Kuwaiti parliament, was attacked at bis front door on 
Thursday, the paper said. Mr. Yoaan, 41, said he opened his door 
after someone knocked and called his name. He was then shot by a 
gunman. While saying he had no idea who was responsible, Mr. 
Yoaan offered several posable reasons for the attack. “One, I'm a 
member of the opposition. Second. I'm a lawyer and maybe 
someone is angry at me, or possibly it was Iraqis wanting to cause 
trouble,” be told the Post from his hospital bed. Mr. Yoaan was a 
member of the Kuwaiti parliament which was suspended in 1986. 
He has been active in Kuwait’s democracy movement. During his 
time as a legislator, he investigated financial abuses by prominent 
members of the ruling Sabah family, the paper said. 


Kuwaiti opposition 
demands elections 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP)— As 

Kuwait’s government prepares to 
go home, the country’s opposi- 
tion is stepping up pressure for 

the reestablishment of parlia- 
ment, free elections and a gov- 
ernment representing all political 
points of view. 

They have asked Kuwait’s rul- 
ing famil y for a pledge that xnxlxt- 
ary rule won’t last too long, and 
that the country’s parliament, dis- 
solved in 1986, be revived. Some 
arc demanding that a dale be set 
fa parliamentary elections. 

But, even foe opposition con- 
cedes that these are unusual times 
demanding umsual measures and 
have thrown s up p ort behind the 
temporary imposition of martial 
law. 

“Martial law under the cir- 
cumstances is necessary, but we 
hope it does not stretch for long,” 
said Mubarak Al Dowefla, an 
outspoken religious leade r and 
opposition member. 

”... There Is fear of military 
rule, so there must be good 
watchdog and that would be gov- 
ernment Of national unity.” 

The subject of forming a “uni- 
ty” government representing all 
political vieWs to oversee the 
reconstruction of Knwait was a 
focus of attention during a two- 
day meeting tins week bet wee n 
ten opposition leaders and Sheikh 
Saad, crown prince and military 
governor or Kuwait. 

The opposition said the Unity 
gove rnm ent’s primary task would 
be- to fix a date for elections. 

At the meeting, Sheikh Saad 
reaffired the emir’s commitment 
to uphold the country’s 1962 con- 
stitution, and repeated Kuwait’s 
pledge to revive the parliament 
and hold elections. 

But, Mr. Dowefla said. Sheikh 


Sami told foe group foe war- 
ravaged country initially would 
be run be a “central em e r g enc y 
committee” made up of the 
minis ter! of defence, foreign 
affairs, interior, justice and 
cabinet affairs . 

It also would include tbe national 
guard co mmander and an unspe- 
cified number of the Kuwaitis 
who remained in the country 
following foe Aug. 2 invasion. 

Mr. Dowefla, one of fire Isla- 
mic fundamentalists in the 50- 
member parliament before it was 
dissolved, noted that a number of 
staunch Marines led the resid- 
ence. He said they would be 
strong contenders in any general 
elections. 

Fear of a rise in Islamic fun- 
damentalism was one of tbe 
reasons Kuwaiti rulers kept a 
tight reign on pro-democracy 
efforts prior to tbe Aug. 2 inva- 

4100 . 

Knwait ws the only Golf Arab 
state to experiment with a popu- 
lar assembly. But the parliament 
was dissolved when Kuwait’s rul- 
ers felt it had become too critical 
of the gover nm ent. 

Kuwait had been under press- 
ure before August to reinstate 
elections and open tbe country to 
greater political fre e dom. The 
demands found a sympathetic ear 
with Western governments form- 
ing^ the U.S.-led coalition. 

Opposition members, includ- 
ing Muslims and leftists, had 
planned to bold a pro-democracy 
meeting m March. But with the 
latest ouster of Iraq from Kuwait, 
plans have changed. 

“The Kuwaiti masses would 
not accept such a meeting at this 
time, and prefer that such a con- 
ference ... be within Kuwait,” 
Mr. Dowefla said. 


Siinunu: U.S. doesn’t want 
to force Iraqis to go home 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States doesn’t want to 
force Iraqi prisoners of war to 
return to their homeland if they 
don't want to go, but believes 
most eventually will want to re- 
turn, President George Bush's 
principal assistant said Thursday 
night. 

The scores of thousands of 
Iraqi prisoners are in the hands of 
Saudi troops, and their fete will 
be part of discussions among 
coalition members at tbe United 
Nations, said John Sununu, 
White House chief of staff. 

“We don’t want to force any- 
body to do anything they don’t 
want to do.” Mr. Sununu Said in a 
CNN interview. 

“We think' that over a period of 
time there will be a situation 
where they’ll decide to go back. 
But we certainly don’t want to 
force them to go back right 
away.” 

Mr. Bush has called on the 
Iraqi people to topple Saddam 
Hussein, and Mr. Sununu said 
the United States was “looking 
forward to an Iraq that can be 
very much part of a solution to 
the regional issues." 

“Whether it’s an overthrow or 
a natural succession or whatever 
it is, we think tbe Iraqi people are 
entitled to make foe choice them- 
selves. But- we think they’ll make 
a right choice eventually.” 

Mr. Sununu said the Iraqi peo- 
ple “may not yet know how se- 
vere a loss this has been for 
them,” adding that the more foe 
government acts to “shelter foe 
people from reality, the more 
abrupt the awareness of what has ' 
happened, foe more severe foe 
change that’s Liable to take 
place/' 

The issue of priosner return 
delayed a truce in foe Korean war 
for 20 months as North Korea 
and China insisted that all mem- 
bers of their armed forces under 
control of the United Nations 
coalition be handed over whether 
they wanted to go home or not. 

The United States and its allies 
masted that no one be returned 
.against his will and eventually 
won tbe point. After the truce in 
July 1953, those refusing to go 


home numbered nearly 22,000 
Chinese and North Koreans, and 
347 from U.N. side, most of them 
South Koreans. 

Iraq is believed to be holding at 
least nine allied prisoners of war, 
a four-man U.S. television news 
crew taken captive near the 
Kuwajt-Saudi border and 
thousands of Kuwaitis. 

- Military sources in London said 
foe allies had taken 175,000 Iraqis 
prisoner. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said in an interview pub- 
lished Friday the Golf allies were 
looking for ways of ousting Presi- 
dent Saddam and he hoped they 
would succeed. 

The Gulf war had taught Iraq a 
lesson, but more could be done, 
he told the French daily Le 
Fqpro. 

“I know the leaders of the 
anti-Iraqi coalition ... are looking 
for ways of ending the rule of 
Saddam Hussein. I hope they will 
find the means." 

Mr. Shamir said Israel would 
not forget Iraq’s missile attacks 
during foe Gulf war. 

About 40 Iraqi missiles hit 
Israel in six weeks of war. 

Mr. Shamir said the Gulf had 
not- eliminated Iraq’s threat to 
Israel as Middle East history had 
shown armies could be rebuilt. 

“As long as Saddam Hussein 
stays in power, he will look for 
opportunities to attack us,” he 
said. 

“After Saddam anyone can try 
to follow his example and try 
again, hoping to do better.” 

Mr. Shamir repeated that 
Israel wanted to negotiate with 
Arab countries, but indicated it 
was not prepared to return occu- 
pied territories. 

“No country in foe world is 
prepared to give up any part of its 
territory. I don’t see why some 
people think Israel should act in a 
different way ... we are not an 
exception,” he said. 

But asked if Israel would be 
willing to discuss the Golan 
Heights it seized from Syria in 
1967 in negotiations with Damas- 
cus, Mr. Shamir replied: “We 
shall not say anything until talks 
start/’ 
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PRAYER TIMES 

0fc51 Fajr 

06KJ9 (Sunrise) Duba 

11:49 Dhuhr 

15:00 *Asr 

17:30 Maghreb 

1*47 ‘Ish* 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfleh, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cbnnda. Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnmmdJrtfoa Tel, 
637440. 

De ta Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasaota Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Amuim- fartnn Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628S43. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel, 

771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. E ph rai m Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Charch Td. 

683326. 

ErangcBcal Lutheran Church Td: 
81 1295. 

The Charch of Jtsm Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817. 654932 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mcteomtogy. 

It will be relatively cold and partly 
cloudy and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers in the northern parts 
of the country. In Aqaba, it will be 
partly doody. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 4/13 

Aqaba 11 123 

Deserts 3/15 

Jordan Valley 9 / 20 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 65 per cent. Aqaba 20. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Add Amman 812148 

Dr. Salah Al'Ussood 649028 

Dr. Ahmad Oilman 786384 

Dr. Tawfiq Oab'in 623029 

Fnas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naironkh pharmacy 623672 


AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Stuncisad pharmacy 637660 

flUUD: 

Dr. AN Omari (— ) 

AlSharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Jihad Mialeh (—1 

KhaNfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

CM] Defence Department 661111 

Cm) Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


CrviJ Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bant 775121 

Highway Police 

.... 843402 
....896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

.... 605800 


.... 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

.... 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 

....787111 


Telephone Information 

(directory asriaance) 121 

Overseas Calls QIQZ30 

Central Amman Telephone * 

Repairs 623101 

Abddi Telephon e Repairs 661101 


Jordan Tderokm 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

R1 Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaSdj Maternity, J, Amn ... 644281/6 
AkOdi Maternity, J.Amn.— 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 


S h m e feami Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, AbdaU 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, AbdaE 664164/6 

Ita&m, AJ-Muhajrcco 777101/3 

AkBashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Anny, Marks — .. 891611/15 

Queen AEa Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IbnStna Hospital (09)986732 

1RBID: 

Princes Bastna Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbeAJNafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess HayaHoaph*] .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICKS 

Uppa/hwer price in Bb per kg. 

®* nanB 500/450 


Banana (Mukammar) 450/400 

Beans 580 / 520 

Cabbage : 100/ 60 

Carrot 200/150 

Cauliflower .. 220/180 

Cucumbers (huge) 150/100 

Cucumbers (smaH) 300 / 250 

500 / 400 

Eggptoot 180/120 

1400/1300 

Grapefruit 200/150 

Lmh» ......... 200/150 

Mantra flaxge) 140/90 

Marrow (small) 320/260 

Onion (dry) — ; 280/220 

Onion (green) 180/140 

O*™ 600 / 500 

Orange 540/250 

Pq»i»(bo0 400/350 

Pepper (sweet) 180/140 

Potato 200/150 

100/ 50 

Sage, - 400/350 

3*“** 100/ 50 

Tomatoes 170/120 
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Civil defence chief 
praises public support, 
regrets Iraq damages 


w. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
marked International Civil De- 
fence Day Friday with a sad 
reflection on the great devasta- 
tion in Iraq and the sufferings 
inflicted on the civilian popula- 
tion there as a result of the Gulf 
conflict, said Civil Defence De- 
partment (ODD) Director Maj. 
Gen. Afif A1 Ghoul. 

The International Civil De- 
fence Day prompted the CDD to 
express deep appreciation to 
members of the public for their 
continued support for civil de- 
fence work and cooperation with 
the department in providing 
emergency and other essential aid 
to the victims of wars and natural 
disasters, Ghoul said in a state- 
ment on the anniversary. 

Being a member of the Interna- 
tional Civil Defence Organisation 
(ICDO), Jordan shares with 
other world member states the 
view about the need for promot- 
ing activities designed to develop 
guidance, training and organisa- 
tion in civil defence work at all 
levels. Ghoul noted. 

He said that the CDD would 
continue to count on the help of 
volunteers from the public and 
.was ready to offer training to all 
citizens and organisations so that 
they can contribute to CDD work 
in times of need. 

Enhancing the CDD's capabili- 
‘ties means offering the public a 
stronger tool with which to de- 
fend its various installations and 


property and safeguard human 
life, said Ai Ghoul in his state- 
ment. 

Ghoul said that the Jordanians 
were pained to see speedy re- 
solution taken to cause devasta- 
tion, while the United Nations 
failed to take practical steps to 
ensure security and happiness for 
people around the world by help- 
ing to establish peace every- 
where. 

The CDD, Ghoul added, did not 
shoulder along the task of provid- 
ing protection and emergency aid 
in times of need because this was 
the responsibility of the whole 
population. 

He said that for this reason the 
CDD would continue to strive to 
serve as a catalyst for thwarting 
danger that could threaten public 
security and property and would 
continue to help spread aware- 
ness among members of the public 
in this regard. 

The International Civil De- 
fence Organisation, which is 
based in Geneva, aims to inten- 
sify and coordinate on a world- 
wide scale the ■ development and 
improvement of organisation, 
means and techniques for pre- 
venting and reducing the con- 
sequences of natural disasters in 
peacetime, or of the use of 
weapons in times of conflict. 

Jordan and other Arab states 
are members of the International 
Civil Defence Organisation which 
was founded in 1931. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Deputies return from Turkey 

AMMAN (Petra) — A parliamentary delegation retorted to 
Amman Thursday following a visit to Turkey where its members 
. held meetings with Turkish Parliamentarians. Discussions during 
the meetings focused on the Gulf crisis, according to Dr. Ishaq Al 
Faihan who led the group. He was accompanied by Ali Al Faqir, 
Fuad Khalafat and Fayez Shawabkeh. 

Envoy to Luxembourg presents credentials 

BRUSSELS (Petra) — Jordan's ambassador to Belgium has 
presented his credentials to the Duke of Luxembourg as 
non-resident ambassador of Jordan in that country. In presenting 
the credentials, the ambassador. Sataan Al Hassan expressed 
-rwdfeji's tfesire to bolster its 'tics wit b European countries and ■ 
explained the difficulties the Kingdom was facing as a consquence - 
of the Gulf crisis. Hassan iai$o conveyed to the leaders of ^ 
Luxembourg His Majesty Bang Hussein’s endeavours to bring 
about peace in the Middle East. 

Saraireh Inspects oil tanker 

AQABA (Petra) — Transport rad Telecommunication Minister 
Jamal Al Saraireh Friday inspected the Jordanian oil tanker 
‘Azrak’, which docked in '.qaba two days ago. The tanker was 
loaded with 97,000 tonne . of crude oil from the Yemeni port of 
Ras Issa. The government and the National Shipping lines (NSL) 
bought this tanker early last month for $7.6 million to help partly 
offset the shortage of oil following tbe bombing of Jordanian 
tankers carrying petrol from Iraq to Jordan. Director of the NSL’s 
operations department, Mustafa Massad, said this was the first 
Jordanian expirement in the area of importing oil by ships. 
Massad added that tbe Yemeni authorities have provided the 
necessary facilities to speed up the loading of the tanker. He 
pointed out that the tanker's captain and crew were all Joranian 
and that the tanker could serve as a floating oil reservoir in case 
there is a need for it in the future. 

Gulf Peace Team expresses sorrow 

AMMAN (J.T.) — From Friday onwards, the Gulf Peace Team 
will be bolding a daily silent vigil outside the United Nations 
office in Amman, from 12:00 tp 12:30 p.m. Five members of the 
t<-am ire also beginning a water-only fast. This vigil and fast are 
undertaken in sorrowful remembrance of the tragedy of the 
Gulf war, and in demand of immediate action by the world 
community to achieve a just and peaceful solution to all 
outstanding problems of international relations and human rights 
in the region. 

Ramadan, astronomically, starts March'17 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary of the Jordanian Astronomy 
Amateurs Society Imad Mujahed said Friday the month of 
Ramadan will start on March 17. According to astronomical 
S timulations the crescent of the month can be seen after 10.41 
p.m. on Jan. 16, making March 17 the first day of the holy month, 
he said. 

Abu Taleb thanks Jordan National Bank 

AMMAN (Petra) — Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fathi . 
Abu Taleb Wednesday sent a letter of t h a nk s and appreciation to 
the Jordan National Bank Co. board of directors for extending a 
JD 20,000 donation to the People’s Army. 

Sqour Inspects nurseries 

KARAK (Petra) — Director of Social Development in Karak 
Govemorate Saleh Sqonr Thursday inspected the varmns nnraer- 
ie* in the gewenwrate and was briefed on the services they goffer to 
children in the goverooiate. At a meeting with heads of there 
Bmaia , Sqonr «n»ed ft. 


tf ramwy staff in the fields of hea^^emon^^^ 
tion of programmes drawn up for children. Sqoor ®®tod that the 
nurseries woe originally set 

pro-school children, because this stage constitutes to e tewfor 
Aaoing the child's behaviour, values, trends tad e nhancm g 
Kmxbie belonging. There are 

rate which were founded by both the private and public rectors. 

Sharari sends memo to PM 

AMMAN (Petra) Lower House of PariUment 
Sharari Thursday sent a memorandum to Prune 
Badran. on the government to conduct a feasftety study 

for converting Shobak Community College mto a t uveraty 
college, attadied to Muta Unweirity. He sent 
Smuto Deputy Prime hfimstw and Intenor Sfimster Salem 
on trim to upgrade <bc Wrii IB—, mi 

Shobak sab-dhtnets to dfistricts, because all requirement* and 

«*-■ ■* mt Mmmmm Mliwi wtTTrtt ' 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basina inquires from officials in Qnweirah about the charitable orga- 
nisations in the area (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma visits southern 
charitable societies and centres 


KUWAIRAH (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basma, 
the chairwoman of the Board of 
Trustees of Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund (QAJSWF) 
Friday visited charitable societies 
and social services centres in 
Kuwairah, Disi, Tuwaisah, 
Muneisher and Al Ghal on the 
outskirts of Aqaba. 

Princess Basma discussed with 
local leaders and citizens the so- 
cial needs of citizens in these 
areas, prior to preparing the 
necessary social development 


programmes and plans in coop- 
eration with the local councils 
and committees in the district. 

Princess Basma said her visit 
was aimed at getting first-hand 
information of the social services 
available and required for people 
in these areas in a bid to develop 
such services and prepare new 
programmes and formulas for fu- 
ture cooperation among the va- 
rious voluntary organisations. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Princess 


Basma said she felt that people 
were full of enthusiasm for parti- 
cipating in all local community 
development programmes. 

She pointed out that the 
QAJSWF was planning a number 
of programmes aimed at impro- 
ving the welfare of women and 
children through creating income 
generating projects by training 
women in skills and crafts capable 
of winning them more income. 

Princess Basma also visited a 
number of kindergartens in the 
district. 


Fakhri Kawar becomes head 
of Jordan Writers’ Association 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Fakhri Kawar 
was elected Friday by acclama- 
tion as President of the Jordanian 
Writers’ Association (JWA), in 
succession to Abdul Rahim 
Omar. 

Tb'; elections held Friday 
minting at the Professional Asso- 
■ nations Complex, Salem Nahhas 
has also elected by acclamation as 
vice president. 

"Tbe JWA’s general assembly 
also elected Badr Abdul Haq, 
Ibrahim Al Absi, Mohammad 
Said Madiah, Mohammad 
Daoudieh, Sabhi Taha, Jamal 

Naji, Fakhir Saleh, Ihsan Ramzi 
and Afi Fazzaa’ as members of 
the administrative committee. 

The assembly also elected Aida 1 
Najjar, Muayyad Al Attili, Rad- 
wan Mahadi, Mustafa Ai Jueidi, 
and Mahmoud Mousa for the 
membership committee. 

The JWA met two days ago 


and decided to submit one list of 
nominees for the association's 
administrative committee. 

Following its meeting, the asso- 
ciation issued a statement voicing 
support for Iraq, and pledged to 
do their utmost to enable the 
‘seed of life’ which Iraq has sown 
to flourish and to see the sun. 

They also said they would en- 
courage the democratic 
approach, protect democracy and 

foil any attempts aimed at annihi- 
lating it. 

They called for encouraging a 
democratic approach in all the 
Arab World, saying that it was 
the only way out of foreign 
domination and hegemony on the 
Arab Nation and Arab resources. 

The statement hailed the hon- 
ourable and firm stand of the 
Jordanian aimed forces, which 
stood by their Arab brethren in 
the face of the attempts and plans 
aimed at seizing Arab land and 



Khouri becomes chairman 
of Association of Banks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The general assembly of the Association of 
Banks in Jordan had its twelfth meeting at which elections were held 
for the' new board of directors. These elections are held every three 
years. 

The new members elected were Mr. Zuhair Khouri, chairman, 
director-general of the Housing Bank, Dr. Raja*i Muasher, chair- 
man, director-general of the Business Bank, Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Toqan, genual manager of National Bank of Jordan, Fakhri Bilbeisi, 
general manager of the Bank of Credit and Commerce International, 
Nizar Jaidaneh, chairman of Jordan Investment and Finance Bank, 
Fayez Abu-Elinein, general manager of Bank of Jordan and Jawad 
Hadeed, deputy chairman, general manager of Arab Banking 
• Corporation / Jordan-.- 

Alter the meeting of the general assembly, the new board of 
directors met and elected Mr. Zuhair Khouri as chairman of the new 
board, and Dr. Abdul Rahman Toqan as deputy chairman. 


Oil wells 

(Continued from page i) 
executives said. 

- The allies had also caused 
varying degrees of damage, from 
minor to total loss, to as many as 
-13 of 18 important ofl gathering 
facilities around the country, they 
said. 

In northern Kuwait near Iraq 
the allies had destroyed collection 
stations number 17, 18 nad 16, 
“possibly due to military objec- 
tives," said Mr. Yaseen, KOC 
general superintendent for oil re- 
servoirs. 

He said he could not under- 
stand some damage to other oil 
installations caused by allied 
bombing. 

“I have seen it with my naked 
eyes... air attacks on Kuwaiti 
gathering centres with no military 
stations, no military equipment. 
This is a puzzle we have tried to 
solve," he said. 

KOC industrial superintendent 
Bader Al Khashti said repairs to 
tank farms and efforts to put out 
the wellhead fires could not start 
Before Iraqi mines and booby 
traps had been cleared. 

He could not say how long that 
would take but hoped it would be 
done soon. 

“We are waiting for explosives 
experts tb enter the area... there 


are unexploded bombs, booby 
traps, everything,** be said. 

Ali Al Qabmidi, KOC general 
superintendent of budget and 
costs, said getting oil and gas 
supplies for domestic consump- 
tion has the top priority. 

“Our prime objective is getting 
the country back on its feet., as 
fast as possible.” 

Kuwait produced almost two 
million barrels a day before the 
Iraqi invasion. 

Asked when he expected 
Kuwait to resume exports Mr. 
Yaseen declined to be specific but 
added: “We don't want to see 
Kuwait, which has been a major 
oil exporter, become a major oil 
importer.” 


Aziz 


(Corthwed from page 1) 

helicopters. But they are now 
present in larger numbers than 
before the ceasefire,” Mr. Aziz 
■said. 

“Iraq considers .this presence a 
violation of the ceasefire. This 
American force should leave our 
land immediately and stop all 
provocative activities.” 

"This behaviour on the part of 
America demonstrates ill- 
intention and non-adherence to 
pledges,” Mr. Adz added. - 
He also accused American 
pilots of continuing *ot overfly 
Iraqi airspace, including Friday' 


APU asks U.N. to implement 
resolutions on Palestine, 
protect workers in Kuwait 


AMMAN '-(J.T.) — The 21st 
meeting of the Arab Parliamen- 
tary Union (APU) which was 
concluded in Algiers has 
appealed to the United Nations 
Organisation to provide protec- 
tion for Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians working and living in 
Kuwait in the wake of the Iraqi 
withdrawal, and said that Arab 
governments bear serious respon- 
sibility in this matter. 

A final statement issued at the 
end of the meetings in which 
Jordan and other Arab countries 
participated through parliamen- 
tary teams, urged the United 
Nations to embark on practical 
steps to ensure the settlement of 
tbe U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions on Palestine. 

The settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict should entail a full 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip and the recognition of the 
right of the Palestinian people to 
determine their own future, said 
the final statement which came 


after two days of meetings. 

The participants called on the 
world organisation to convene an 
international conference as soon 
as possible in order to implement 
Security Council resolutions and 
decided to set up a special com- 
mit! ere to deal with the question 
of Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Palestine. 

Tbe committee will follow up 
the matter and bring to the atten- 
tion of the Arab governments the 
dangers inherent in the continua- 
tion of this immigration which, 
the final statement said, consti- 
tuted a grave danger to Syria. 
Egypt. Jordan, Lebanon and 
Iraq. 

With reference to the situation 
in the Gulf in the wake of the 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, 
the statement said that the U.S. 
was pursuing its acts of war 
against an Arab country in order 
to protect Israel's interests and 
ensure hegemony on the oil 
wealth of the Arab World. 


The Arab parliamentarians 
wanned the Arabs and Muslims 
and the world at large of the 
continued show of arrogance on 
the part of the American and 
NATO alliance, and stressed the 
need for Arab parliaments to deal 
with this issue immediately. 

The statement condemned the 
present system at the Security 
Council which granted the super- 
powers hegemony over the 
world's affairs, serving the objec- 
tives and interests of Zionism. 
The participants urged the Arab 
governments and parliaments to 
1 work towards the establishment, 
of a new world order based on 
justice and right and not on un- 
just resolutions that enable super- 
powers to destroy small countries 
as America did to the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

The statement also urged Isla- 
mic and Arab countries which 
aligned themselves behind the 
United States to reconsider their 
position and to support just Arab 
causes. 


Zuhair 


morning. 

A senior British official said 
Friday that ceasefire talks be- 
tween! raqi and coalition military 
leaders were expected to take 
place on Saturday. 

The talks would be held at a 
“military installation" some- 
where in Iraq, be said, without 
giving details. 

U.S. soldiers killed six Iraqi 
soldiers and wounded six in a 
shootout at a checkpoint ia south- 
ern Iraq Friday, military spokes- 
man said. 

The troops- stopped two buses 
full of Iraqi soldiers at 2 a.m. 
(2300 GMT Thursday). While 
they were questioning those in 
the first bus. Iraods in the second 
opened fire, U.S. spokesman Bri- 
gadier General Richard Neal told 
a briefing. 

One bus was destroyed and the 
U.S. troops, from the 24th 
armoured division, took 90 Iraqi 
prisoners-of-war, Gen. Neal said. 
No Americans were hurt, he said. 

The Iraqi death toll was given 
by Saudi spokesman Colonel 
Ahmad Al Robayan. 

Gen. Neal said U.S. troops 
were on the alert for any viola- 
tions of tbe informal ceasefire in 
force since Thursday morning. 

"Our forces are in defensive 
positions and are prepared to' 
transition to offensive combat im- 
mediately should tbe need arise,” 
be said. 


Symposium on environment 
presents several proposals 


Fakhri Kawar 
Arab wealth. 

The statement noted the Jorda- 
nian army's defence of the Arab 
land in Palestine and the Golan 
Heights in Syria. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A five-day 
national symposium on environ- 
mental education organised by 
the Ministry of Education in con- 
junction with die United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO) en- 
ded in Amman Thursday with a 
final statement offering several 
recommendations and resolutions 
expected to be adopted by con- 
cerned ministries in the country. 

The statement said that the 
symposium has adopted a five- 
point strategy to serve as a basis 
for environmental education ip 
Jordan and one which could be 
implemented in cooperation with 
universities and other organisa- 
tions. 

According to the statement, 
these organisations could work 
out special programmes dealing 
with environmental education, 
benefitting various sectors of the 
population. 

- - . These programmes should aim 
to spread awareness among chil- 
dren in particular about means of 
safeguarding the environment 
and should provide scientific in- 
formation to enable citizens to 
protect the environment from 
pollution. 


Saddam 

(Continued from page 1) 

in another country "is something 
President Bush would want to 
take up with the coalition part- 
ners. " 

One U.S. official said, howev- 
er, “if Saddam did decide to 
leave. Algeria is one of a handful 
of places that -might be willing to 
take him." 

A U.S. State Department offi- 
cial confirmed that the American 
embassy in Algiers has been 
asked to make inquiries of the 
Algerian government about the 
report. 


Israel 


(Cautioned from page 1) 

occupied West Bank, and a leaf- 
let signed by a previously un- 
known group accused her of col- 
laboration with Israeli author- 
ities. 

Arab reports identified her as 
Basma Abdul Kader, 35, of Nab- 
lus. 

A leaflet signed by a group 
calling itself “the Attacking 
Doves” accused Mrs. Abdul Kad- 
er of helping Israeli intelligence 
agents and claimed responsibility 
for the killing, the reports said. 

The army confirmed the death 
and said police were investigat- 
ing. 

Also Friday, tbe army lifted its 
curfew on all West Bank cities 
and towns to allow Muslims to 
attend Friday prayers. It was die 
first time all Muslims were 
allowed to pray since the curfew 
was imposed at the start of the 
Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

In the Gaza Strip, however, 
city and town residents were con- 
fined to their homes, except in 
small northeastern agricultural 
settlements. 

In Jerusalem on Friday, about 
14,000 people attended prayer 
services at the Al Aqsa mosque, 
Israel Radio said. 

It was the largest attendance 
since the beginning . of tbe war. 

Police said security had been 
increased to ensure there were no 
incidents. None were reported. 


The programme, according to 
the statement, should introduce 
special curricula and school tex- 
tbooks that advocate means of 
protecting the environment so 
that children could contribute to- 
wards their country’s develop- 
ment. 

The statement said that mem- 
bers of the public in general 
ought to be oriented on means of 
protecting the environment from 
pollution through special prog- 
rammes that could be presented 
through the media and specifical- 
ly on radio and television. 

It said that special cadres of the 
public must receive specific train- 
ing in matters of guiding the 
public in this affair and in taking 
active part in the implementation 
of national programmes designed 
to protect the environment. 

The statement underlined the 
importance of international coop- 
eration in this regard through the 
exchange of information, joint 
research work and conferences. 

It said that every Jordanian 
should bear the responsibility of 
protecting the environment be- 
cause by so doing citizens would 
be protecting themselves from 


danger. 

The participants reviewed 
several working papers with par- 
ticular focus on one submitted by 
Dr. Sufian Al Tal. director of the 
Environment Department at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. 

The paper covered the ques- 
tion of contamination to soil, 
atmosphere and water resources 
and proposed several measures to 
be adopted to protect them from 
pollution. 

Representatives of the minis- 
tries of education, health, in- 
formation. agriculture, tourism, 
industry and trade as well as the 
ministry of municipal and rural 
affairs and the environment took 
pan in the meeting. 

Other delegates taking part 
represent the Jordanian universi- 
ties, the armed forces, the Roval 
Scientific Society, the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Preservation of Nature 
and the Jordanian Societv for 
Fighting Pollution, the Natural 
Resources Authority, the Higher 
Council for Science ’and Technol- 
ogy and the United Nations" Re- 
lief and Works Agency- (UN- 
RWA). 


JNRCS sends 11th 
mission to Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan medicine donated by the people 
National Red Crescent Society of Salt to the people of Iraq went 
(JNRCS) has just sent its 11th with the mission which left Thurs- 
humanitarian mission to Baghdad day evening. Hadid noted, 
carrying a consignment of relief Hadid said that the JNRCS was 

supplies to the victims of the Gulf ready to organise other missions 
war, according to JNRCS vice and was willing to channel all the 
president Mohammad Al Hadid. contributions received from the 
Hadid said that the 28-member public to the Iraqi organisation, 
mission groups doctors, nurses which is in charge of providing 
and other technicians who would humanitarian affairs, 
provide medicine and children's The JNRCS had earlier dis- 
food to the Iraqi people through patched other missions. During 
the Iraqi Red Crescent Society, the Gulf crisis, it organised for 
A total of 33 tonnes of food mail and relief supplies to reach 
and medical equipment and stranded foreign nationals in Iraq, 
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A new tomorrow! 

NOW THAT the guns in the Gulf have fallen silent and the 
ceasefire seems to be taking hold, attention is now directed 
to post war political settlements for the problems of the 
entire Gulf and Middle East region. Over and above the 
terms of the ceasefire that the antagonists will have agree 
on, there is a broad spectrum of issues and conflicts in this 
area that remain unresolved and await immediate attention. 
The conclusion of the war has not settled these pressing 
issues and in more than one way left many questions totally 
unanswered. The most immediate differences that require 
resolution is of course the Iraqi-Kuwaiti outstanding issues 
whose settlement U.N. Security Council resolution 660 
called for. It will be recalled that operative paragraph 3 of 
that resolution called on Kuwait and Iraq to enter into 
immediate negotiations concurrently with the Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait. Iraq has been steadily called upon by 
the allied powers to respect and implement all the council’s 
resolutions and there is no better place to begin such a 
commitment than here. A good test of the sincerity of the 
belligerent countries abont the need to. observe and imple- 
ment all Security Council resolutions on the Gulf is the very 
conflicts that precipitated the war. Stability and security in 
the Gulf would necessarily envisage good neighbourly 
relations between all the countries of that region especially 
between Iraq and Kuwait. Now that Iraq has renounced any 
future designs or claims on Kuwait, the emirate is duty 
bound to reciprocate this historic move by an equally 
generous policy decision towards its neighbour that would 
ensure lasting harmonious and brotherly relations between 
them. AO efforts must now be exerted to put the past behind 
us as soon as possible. The Gulf war was a terrible tragedy 
that should never have occurred. Many mis take were 
committed by more than one party and the end result was a . 
catastrophic bloodletting and destruction that the countries 
of the region could ill afford. Nevertheless, what happened 
has happened, and we need more than ever at this stage is to 
work hard at containing damage. Even more important 
than material reconstruction is the political, economic and 
psychological repair between not only the warring govern- 
ments but also between their respective peoples. After all 
they are first and foremost one people and will remain so no 
matter what happened between them through the interven- 
tion of third parties and Foreign forces. It is perhaps 
premature to think in terms of another Arab summit for 
establishing new foundations for future Arab cooperation 
and coordination but the Arab countries must most certain- 
ly begin to think along these lines as soon as possible. 


A1 RA 1 ! ARABIC daily Friday called for the re-construction of 
bridges of understanding among Arab states, and said that King 
Hussein's call for unity of ranks within the Arab World is 'essential 
for a bright Arab future. The paper said that King Hussein's call 
channelled through Arab ambassadors to Jordan last Friday 
should be given priority, and inter-Arab cooperation is a must at 
this juncture in Arab history. The Arabs ought to open a new 
chapter in their relations and should by no means allow others to 
decide their future for them, said the paper. Solidarity is now 
number one priority in future common action among Arab 
countries because without solidarity, disunity and dismember- 
ment of the Arab World can only lead to further catastrophes, the 
paper added. The paper called for healing of wounds caused by 
Gulf crisis, and said that only through Arab efforts can the Arab 
World become healthy again and again capable of confronting the 
common challenges. The paper said that Jordan was looking 
forward to a brighter Arab future in which solidarity and unity 
among Arab ranks can play the key role in the struggle for the 
establishment of a lasting peace. The paper said that the Arabs 
can adapt themselves to the new world order through united 
ranks; and can best achieve their objectives through stronger de- 
termination and self-confidence. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily says that a military success cannot be 
interpreted as a political victory for any side in the Gulf war; and 
the Iraqi withdrawal of forcesfrom Kuwait should not be 
considered as a defeat, since the self-confident Iraq leadership can 
now transform this move into a political victory. Fahd Fanek 
reminds his readers of the Vietnam war in which the Americans 
dropped thousands of tonnes of explosives on the Vietnamese 
people, killing hundreds of thousands of them, only to lose the 
battle politically and militarily. The writer says that Vietnam had 
fough for 10 whole years in order to attain liberation, and had 
faced all odds in order to deal defeat to the American invaders. 
Iraq's people and armed forces withstood the onslaught of a 
superpower, and the weapons of the NATO alliance working 
hand in hand with the Israeli enemy at a time when it had counted 
on help from Arab regimes which never came, says Fanek, But it 
must be understood that the Iraqis cannot hold out indefinitely 
after losing so much, and after realising that everyone else had 
failed them. 


View from Amman 


By Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


Shattered myths 


ONE of the most important, and perhaps terrible lessons that the 
world should learn from the 1990-91 Culf crisis is that one should 
only depend on oneself and on oneself alone. The crisis shattered 
many myths, some on the international and others on the regional 
level. The most sobering and telling are those exploded myths on 
the regional level: The myth of Arab and the myth of Islamic 
brotherhood and solidarity. When the chips were down, Iraq was 
left alone to grapple with forces way beyond its means not only 
milirariy but politically and otherwise as well. For exactly 210 days 
between Aug. 1. 1990 and Feb. 28, 1991 when finally the ceasefire 
was arranged, Iraq was (eft in a death struggle all alone. Neither 
Arab nor Islamic sentiment nor neighborliness moved anyone; no 
nation with very few exceptions, notably Jordan, was willing to 
even utter a word. Arab and Islamic silence was both roaring and 
deathly. 

Iraq should have wihdrawn from Kuwait immediately after it 
invaded it. We in Jordan kept hammering on this point while also 
pleading that there were other ways to achieve this withdrawal 
without destroying Iraq. Before anyone else, we became aware of 
the trap that Iraq was being led into and we warned: We warned 
Arabs and Muslims on both sides of the western divide. As if 
hypnotised, neither we nor anyone else were able to stop moving 
in the direction of the trap. The plan was too clever, too 
comprehensive and $0 well laid out. its execution was not only 
bold but almost barberic in its surgical operation: certainly 
without anesthesia and definitely without mercy. 

My Circassian friend warned, “never depend on your friend 
when you wish to fight with the bear.” How rare. For. when the 
struggle began, the ranks of the onlookers, cheerers-on and 
bookies swelled, while those who earlier gave encouragement 


became strangely silent- Iraq , a country about the size of the state 
of California and with a population of about 16-7 million people 
stood alone against the thirty countries of the so-called alliance 
with a population totalling about 950 million, militarily other 
nations, in addition to those in the allianoe contributed, one way 
or another, to the attack against Iraq. The United States, Britain 
and France, all members of the United Nations Security Council 
were in on the kill while the Soviet Union and China suddenly 
became law abiding and mushroomed into ful-fledged democra- 
cies fighting for the United Nations charter and the application of 
international law. Never in the histoiy of man have stranger 
bedfellows come together. And in the meanwhile Shamir, happy 
with the results in smiling. 

And why not? For Shamir got someone else to do his “smiting” 
for him while still someone else who is supposed to be on the 
other side was paying for it. Truly the Lord works in mysterious 
ways. 

The age of the new international disorder is upon us brought 
about by the western culture of violence whose coin and currency 
is the use of force. Colonialism, indeed the arrogant imperial 
mentality has not left the world: the western world. What 
happened since the end of the Second World War is not the 
liberation of the “wretched masses" of humanity as Franz Fanon 
put it. but the maintenance of colonialism by other means. In the 
jargon of Third World intelligentsia, the phenomenon is referred 
to as Neo-Colonialism. What it really means, for those in the 
“know’', is that the pink faces simply transferred their soldiers 
from bases in the area to ships and troop carriers in the ’seas 
around it. or simply to bases in their home countries always ready 


to strike at us at the least provocation. 

If the west is, or appears now, a friend to some of us, it is at best 
a very dangerous one, and it is certainly lethal. This is the reality 
of the world in which we live now and it seems also the shape of 
the world to come. Who is next on the hit list? Who in the area 
looks like he stands on his feet? 

That is the shape of the world to come: the so-called new world 
order which is really nothing but the old order made uglier. The 
mask has dropped and a new energy has been released on the 
world. We have to live with it; we have to learn to cope with it, 
contain it and tame and humanise it if possible. For the Zionised 
West may be efficient technologically and in the industry of death, 
bnt still in need of taming that wild and violent strain in it: that 
return to the savage nature revealed at the least provocation. And 
we must brace ourselves as the job may take generations. Since 
the advent of the Protestant movement, and its latter-day 
wedding to the capitalist and the industrial revolutions, the 
Zionist have succeeded in awakening the most primitive and 
aggressive traits in the human nature of the west. That is the true 
meaning of converting western civilisation to the so-called 
Judeo-Christian, civilisation. We have a hard and difficult task 
ahead of us and we must go about it methodically and with 
patience. Like an amoral mischievous child, his spirit inflated with 
hatred by Zionism, the west is playing with over-sized toys of 
mass destruction: our destruction. Somehow we must counter that 
call to the wild in the western heart and believe in the possibility 
of teaching it that there are limits to the use of force. The west 
knows how to live in war and our challenge will be how to leach it 
to live with peace. 


Arabs to tell Baker it’s time to tackle Arab-Israel conflict 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

CAIRO — Arab countries will 
tell U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker next week that after the 
end of the Gulf war it is high time 
to tackle the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, diplomats say. 

But the message during Bak- 
er's Middle East tour may be 
more rhetorical than real. * 
Some Arab governments are 
quietly resigned to little progress 
for some time on a problem 
which has defied peace efforts for 
so long, the diplomats said. 

The Arab allies — the Gulf 
states, Egypt and Syria — will be 
anxious to cash in both politically 
and literally on their risky in- 
volvement in the war, which stop- 
ped on Thursday morning Iraqi 
troops withdrew from Kuwait. 

“To postpone the (Palestinian) 
issue would be' to render it explo- 
sive. to put it off after deaHngjSo 
effectively with the Gulf crisis, 
would be an unforgivable 
shame," said Ashraf Ghorbal. a 
former Egyptian ambassador to 


Washington. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
claiming victory in the war. said 
Baker would tour the region to 
"meet the challenge of securing 
the peace." His itinerary was not 
immediately announced. 

Many diplomats believe Arab 
states will push- at the United 
Nations for fresh action on 
Israel's occupation of Arab lands 
— no less illegal, in their view, 
than Iraq's seizure of Kuwait and 
requiring just as tough a response 
from the Security Council. 

Two long-standing Security 
Council resolutions, 242 and 338. 
demand Israel's withdrawal from 
the occupied territories. 

The allies “have been very 
efficient in implementing Security 
Council resolutions (against 
Iraqi, so we have to remind the 
world that these two resolutions 
have been adopted long ago. and 
we look and wait- to see how they 
are gping to be implemented.” 
Jordan's . Information Minister 
Ibrahim Izzedin said. 

Nevertheless, many Arab offi- 
cials are privately sceptical about 


the prospects for quick move- 
ment. They believe the Gulf war 
has set back a solution even 
further. 

The scepticism is shared in 
western capitals. 


bog down once again on the 
seemingly irreconcilable positions 
of Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

They said Israel is bound to 
argue, especially if Saddam Hus- 


The allies ‘"have been very efficient in 
implementing Security Council resolutions 
(against Iraq), so we have to remind the 
world that these two resolutions have been 
adopted long ago, and we look and wait to 
see how they are going to be implemented” 
— Information Minister Ibrahim Izzed- 
dine said. 


Baker himself appeared to 
head off great expectations from 
his trip when he said: “You are 1 
not. going to make progress on 
Arab-Israeli peace unless the par- 
ties themselves really want to 
make progress.” 

Diplomatic analysts believe 
any new peace drive is likely to 


sein remains leader of Iraq, that 
the Gulf war only goes to show 
that Arab governments are un- 
democratic and dangerous- and 
that the PLO has ruled itself out 
of the game by backing Baghdad. ■ 
Western officials say Washing- 
ton has already indicated it is 
unlikely to put pressure on Israel 


to attend an international peace 
. conference, rejected by the 
Israelis but supported by most 
other countries. 

Alternative approaches include 
peace negotiations between Israel 
and its neighbours Syria and Jor- 
dan, and talks with non-PLO 
Palestinians — almost non- 
existent — about autonomy for 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Both ideas have been touted for 
years without result. 

“It may be that the Americans 
can make enough of an effort to 
be seen to be doing about as 
much as they possibly could. But 
the Arab in the street won’t 
understand that,” one diplomat 
said. 

Diplomats said that in the pre- 
sent climate, Egypt, which has 
made its own peace with Israel 
and whose 35,000-man contin- 
gent in the multinational force 
fought solidly against Iraq, was 
-fikely^to play- a pivotal role in 
future peace efforts. 

“It's just too big and it's done 
too well to be a secondary play- 



Will France have 
independent policy 
after end of war? , 


By Francois Raitberger 

Reuter 

PARIS — France, a dose U.S. 
ally in the Gulf war, will reassert 
its independence and press 
Washington for a comprehensive 
Middle East settlement now the 
fighting is over, officials say. 

Even before Thursday’s cease- 
fire was announced. President 
Francois Mitterrand said that 
cracks papered over daring the 
war were likely to resurface. 

“In the debate for peace... we 
shall propose the objectives that 
we think fairest, and no-one is 
going to give us orders,” he said 
this week. 

Before the war, Mitterrand 
antagonised the United States by 
proposing an international con- 
ference — long resisted by 
Washing ton — on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the Palestinian 
problem and other Middle East 

issues. 

But France, which left NATO's 
military wing 24 years ago to 
pursue an independent defence 
policy, has rarely been as dose 
militarily to the United States as 
during the war when its 14,000 
troops fought under U.S. control. 

“The war has revitalised 
friendly feelings between France 
and the United States. There is 
no problem any more,” Defence 
Minister Pierre Joxe said. 

' Basking in U.S. praise for the 
French role in helping U.S. forces 
outflank Iraqi defences, Mitter- 
rand is expected. to try to con-, 
vince President George Bush that 
only an international conference 
can bring a lasting Middle East 
peace. 

France has long called for such 
a gathering. The United States 
has been cool to the idea, 
although Bush said die end of the 
war could open the way to a 
potentially historic peace. 

wi thin boors of foe ceasefire. 
For eig n Minister Roland Dumas 
left for talks in Washington and 
politicians urged Mitterrand to 


take bold steps to solve Middle 
East problems. 

“France, foe last country to put 
forward peace proposals before 
foe war, must now be the first to 
call for a balanced peace,” 
Michel Vauzelie, president of foe 
national assembly’s foreign 
affair s commission, said. 

Conservative former Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac said 
France’s historical links with foe 
Middle East — Syria and Leba- 
non were under French mandate 
between foe two world wars — 
singled it ont for a prominent role 
in foe region. „ 

Vauzelie, Mitterrand’s former 
spokesman, said foe United Na- 
tions should be foe forum for the 
search for peace. 

“The Mitterrand plan, which 
stressed that an urgent solution to 
foe Palestinian problem was in- 
dispensable, must absolutely be 
placed on foe table again.” he 
said. 

Francois Heisbourg, director of 
foe International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London, said: 
“France, like other ’European 
countries, will want to put the 
Palestinian problem top of the 
agenda. This is an area of possi- 
ble differences.” 


The attitude of the United 
States, the only country that 
could pressure Israel into direct 
talks with Palestinians, would be 
crucial, be said. 

Analysts said differences be- 
tween the allies would resurface 
as their national and regional 
interests assumed priority, again. 

France, for instance, is espe- 
cially eager to mend fences with 
its former North African colonies 
where demonstrators have called 
Mitterrand a murderer for fight- 
ing Iraq. 

Mitterrand said in an interview 
with the Dutch magazine Elsevier 
on Thursday that apart from the 
Israeli-Arab and Palestinian 
problems, a Middle East settle- 
ment should cover the issues of 
Lebanon, controls on arms' sales, 
regional disarmament, redistribu- 
tion of resources and post-war 
reconstruction. 

Vauzelie proposed a confer- 
ence on security and cooperation 
in the Mediterranean looking at 

the economic problems of Arab 
states in what he -called “the 
Euro-Mediterranean area.” 

With the Soviet, France was 
among Iraq's main arms sup- 
pliers, and Vauzelie said the 
U.N- had to find a way to exclude 
arms sales from free world trade. 
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28 nations line 
up to cash in 


By Roth Sinai 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Each of the 
countries that took part in fight- 
ing Iraq, along with some impor- 
tant ones that sat out the Gulf 
war, is jockeying for position on 
the crowded post-war playing 
field. 

What they’re seeking reflects 
their disparate interests. 

Saudi Arabia wants “to be left 
alone to enjoy their wealth and 
peace," said Michael Mande- 
Ibaum of the School of Advanced 
International Studies at Johns 
Hopkins University. 

The Saudis, who called in the 
United States to “defend” them 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, want the allies to leave 
soon because Muslims view the 
foreign presence as defiling their 
holiest rites in Saudi Arabia. 

“But they want a U.S. pre- 
sence on foe horizon,” probably 
in Kuwait and aboard ships in the 
Gulf, said Daniel Pipes of the 
PbDadelphia-based Foreign Poli- 
cy Research Institute. 

The Saudis want Iraq led by a 
non-threatening, moderate gov- 
ernment, analysts say. 

Egypt's aims are similar. Like 
the Saudis, Egypt wants the Un- 
ited States to press Israel into 
ceding occupied lands to the 
Arabs and Palestinians. 

“They feel their Arab national- 
ist credentials were tramshed by 
their siding with the United 
States. Now they want to prove to 
their critics that the alliance can 
benefit the Palestinians,” said 
Pipes. 

Egypt risked domestic unrest 
to fight Iraq. Now it wants the 
Saudis to show gratitude by shar- 
ing their oil wealth. It also wants 
to strengthen its role as a leader 
of the Arab World, possibly by 
sending forces to keep the peace 
between Iraq and Kuwait, 
analysts say. 

The tiny, oil-rich Gulf states — 
Oman, Qatar, B ahrain and foe 
United Arab Emirates — want a 
greater U.S. role in the region to 


protect them. Until now, these 
countries had secret military 
agreements with the United 
States. Analysts predict they'll be 
more open about the coopera- 
tion. 


‘They feel their 
Arab nationalist 
credentials were 
tarnished by their 
siding with the Un- 
ited States. Now 
they want to prove 
to their critics that 
the allian ce can be- 
nefit the Palesti- 
nians. 9 

Syria' President Hafez Assad 
nimbly leaped aboard the allied 
bandwagon to replace his crumb- 
ling alliance with the Soviet Un- 
ion. Assad, a bitter foe of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, wants 
him removed from power. Assad 
also is seeking improved ties with 
the West, which has shunned him 
as a sponsor of Palestinian terror- 
ism, and financial aid from Saudi 
Arabia. 

He has already benefited. The 
United States locked the other 
way last fell when Syria effective- 
ly took control of large chunks of 
Lebanon, said Mandelbaum. 

In Turkey, President Turgut 
Ozai wants to cash in on his 
support for the coalition, which 
he undertook in defiance of his 
top aides and public sentiment 
He’d like the European Econo- 
mic Community to consider Tur- 
key for membership, and he 
wants increased financia l aid 
from the United States. 

Sane analysts believe Ozal is 
eyeing northern Iraq, to which 
"Turkey staked a claim in the 
1920s, and would make a grab for 
that oil-rich region if Iraqi Preri- - 
dent Saddam Hussein were 


er." a Cairo-based diplomat said. 
The Syrian government, despite 
backing the alliance, is still seen 
in Washington as basically anti- 
western. Arab analysts said. 

Egyptian officials say they are 
not necessarily insisting on a Mid- 
dle East conference at present. 
They are focussing their attention 
instead on efforts to set up an 
Arab security system- 

The core of this is expected to 
consist of Egypt. Syria and foe six 
Gulf Cooperation Council States. 
Their foreign ministers will meet 
in Damascus on March 5 and may 
draw up the framework of a new 
pact of the post-Gulf war era. 

But Egypt's mass-circulation 
daily A1 Akhbar said on Thurs- 
day foe Palestinian question had 
to be solved before a security 
organisation was formed to pro- 
tect the Middle Ea«. 

“If it remains unsolved, then 20 
Saddams, not one Saddam, will 
•appear and the region will be 
characterised by instability and 
coup,’’ commentator Mustafa 
Amin wrote. 


ousted and a power vacuum en- 
sued. 

Britain, France, Italy and Ger- 
many “want contracts to rebuild 
Kuwait, and a free flow of oil,” 
'said Mandelbaum. 

In addition to what foe Euro- 
peans want, the United States 
wants a pro-western or at least a 
neutral government in Baghdad, 
and a balance of power between 
Iran and Iraq. 

The Soviet Union, although 
not a fighting member of the 
coalition, sided with the allies 
politically. “What they care ab- 
out is being in foe dub, not 
outride," said John Stembnmer, 
director of foreign policy studies 
at foe Brookings Institution pri- 
vate research group. 

Although consumed by inter- 
nal problems, Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev wants a say in 
foe post-war Gulf region and a 
reduced role for the United 
States. 

Some analysts believe Gor- 
bachev, under pressure from 
domestic conservatives and milit- 
ary hardliners, wants to save Sad- 
dam Hussein so the Kremlin can 
resume its role as Iraq’s main 
arms supplier and 'act as a power- 
broker in the region. 

Outside the coalition are some 
distinct winners and losers. 

Palestinians, having sided 
‘ wholeheartedly with Saddam for 
his championship of their cause, 
lost the finandal support of the 
Gulf states and their hard-won 
political backing from Washing- 
ton. 

Iran, without effort, saw its : 
biggest rival greatly weakened. 
Its neutrality in the conflict also 
eased its international isolation, 
led to warmer ties with France 
and the Soviet Union, and even 
raised the possibility of a dialogue 
with the United States. 

Iran wants the United States to 
leave the region. 

Israelis worry about the price 
the might have to pay: U.S. and 
allied pressure to give up occo- 
_ pied territory to make room for a , 
Palestinian state and to achieve . 1 
peace with Syria. { 
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PLO says smashing Iraqi 
economy was crime 
against humanity 


SYDNEY (R) — The smashing 
of Iraq's economic infrastructure 
during the Gulf war was a crime 
against humanity for which the 
United States should pay repara- 
tions, a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official said 
Friday. 

“The United States and Bri- 
tain's destruction of the econo- 
mic, historic and civilian infras- 
tructure of Iraq is a crime against 
humanity, nothing short of the 
barbaric Mongol invasion and 
sacking of Iraq in the 32th cen- 
tury,” Ali Kazak, the PLO’s rep- 
resentative in Australia, told re- 
porters. 

“The United State's must now 
pay reparations and assist in the 
rebuilding of what its destructive 
war machine has destroyed." he 
said. 

“Similarly, there was no reason 
or excuse for Iraq's destruction of 
the economic infrastructure of 
Kuwait, the burning of its oQ 
wells, refineries and public build- 
ings.” he said. “It is an Arab loss 
which also must be condemned.'* 

Mr. Kazak said the West had 
tried to distort the PLO position 
during the crisis, misrepresenting 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat as a 
supporter of Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. 

“From the outset of the Gulf 
crisis. President Arafat, among 
other Arab leaders, worked 


tirelessly for a peaceful Arab 
solution which would secure an 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait,” 
Mr. Kazak said. 

“History will show how the 
U.S. sabotaged all Arab attempts 
for a peaceful solution to the Gulf 
crisis." 

Mr. Kazak said the United 
States now had no choice but to 
address the utmost urgency of the 
Palestinian question in all its 
aspects if it was to have any 
credibility left in the Arab and 
Muslim World. 

“People over there (in the Mid- 
dle East) are extremely angry and 
are going to be very frustrated if 
there is no solution to the prob- 
lems of the area,” be said. 

He said the war, far from being 
a setback for the Palestinian 
cause, bad had several beneficial 
effects. 

“Certainly it has highlighted 
the Palestine question more," he 
said. 

“It has highlighted to the 
Israelis that there is no security 
for them while maintaining their 
occupation (of Arab territories) 
and refusing and rejecting to 
coexist with the Palestinians. 

“So therefore I'm sure there 
are lots of Israelis now starting to 
think again and they realise 
that... they cannot dose their 
eyes and wish the Palestinian 
nation would disappear." 


Pakistani premier says 
his position vindicated 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif said Fri- 
day the outcome of the Gulf war 
vindicated his stand against Iraq, 
which brought him widespread 
criticism in Pakistan. 

“Certainly we feel vindicate 
and I think that our policy was 
based on principle. It was a just 
and correct policy and we have no 
regrets,” he told an airport news 
conference on his return from a 
four-day visit to China. 

Pakistan sent 11,000 soldiers to 
Saudi Arabia after several weeks 
of hesitation and in spite of a 

wave of pcxrwjJjw Jtngysr ostoxitfA the 

l/.s.-ied forces. 

Army Chief 'General Mhza 
Aslam Beg joined the anti- 
American movement in a fiery 
speed! at the end of January that 
created a major row in the gov- 
ernment, political sources said. 

Pakistan would like to join in 
die reconstruction of Kuwait but 
was in no hurry to join the 
headlong rush of the West to 
secure the spoils of victory, Mr. 
Sharif said. 

Pakistan has made dear it 


wants to be part of the post-war 
regional security arrangement in 
the Gulf. Mr. Sharif said nothing 
had been agreed with die Saudi 
and Kuwaiti governments. 

Since Washington cutoff aid to 
Pakistan in October because iff 
worries about its nuclear prog- 
ramme, Hima has increasingly 
been seen as Islamabad's most 
reliable non- Mami e ally. 

Mr. Sharif said his visit had 
been very successful with both 
sides agreeing to step up defence 
and economic cooperation. . 

rVihMi had agreed to transfer 
defence technology, be *aki t but 
declined to say whether it had 
offe re d mssQe. technology^ Qn- 
na, winch is keen to boost its 
arms sales, already provides 
tanks and aircraft and is helping 
Pakistan to develop its own main 
battle tank. 

Before leaving Beijing, In- 
formation Adviser Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmad told reporteis Pakistan 
hoped for more joint vent ur e s 
and the transfer of defence tech- 
nology. 


Pro-Iraq and pro-Kuwait 
demonstrators clash in Tyre 


TYRE, Lebanon (AP) — Pro-and anti-Iraq demonstrators buried stones 
and tomatoes of each other in a 90-minute clash in South Lebanon Friday. 
Police said at least three people were slightly injured- Police said the dash 
broke out early in the day in the village of Shakra, 10 kilometres southeast 
of the port city of Tyre. The dash broke out when about 40 pro-Iraq 
youths intercepted about 300 women, children and men who marched 
across the streets of Shakra to celebrate Kurait’s liberation from Iraqi 
occupation, the spokesman said. He said the pro-Kuwait demonstrators 
were forced to leave the country after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion. About 
50,000 Lebanese expatriates lived in Kuwait before the Iraqi invasion. 
The spokesman said the pro- Kuwait demonstrators chanted “Long live 
Sheikh Jaber AI Sabah, long live Kuwait. * We shall return to rebuild 
Kuwait.” President Elias Hrawi cabled his congratulations to Sheikh 
Jaber on Kuwait's liberation "and the return of the legitimate authority to 
the sisterly nation," the presidential press office said. 


Levy 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Levy said the United 
States, whose Gulf war allies 
included key Arab countries 
like Egypt, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia, was "now better 
placed than ever before to 
influence them to negotiate 
with Israel without precondi- 
tions. 

And he believed that once 
even a few Arab countries 
opened direct negotiations 
with Israel, “one thing must 
be understood — the Palesti- 
nians will not stand at the end 
of th e queue." 

Resolution 

(Continued from page 1) 

Some reservists will have to 
stay longer because they have 
special skills needed to support 
the withdrawal, he said. 

President Bush ordered a ceas- 
efire from 0500 GMT on Thurs- 
day after a 100-hour land, sea and 
air offensive routed Iraqi troops 
and Iraq accepted all 12 resolu- 
tions on Kuwait adopted by the 
United Nations Security CoimriL 

Iraq ordered compliance 
.with the ceasefire, which was 
holding Friday despite a few skir- 
mishes. The allies said that be- 
cause of a communications break- 
down some Iraqi troops did not 
know they were supposed to stop 
shooting. 

Thousands of Iraqi soldiers 
were bypassed by the rapid allied 
advance and it may take a week 


before they all come out of their- 
defences. 

Mr. Bush said he was pleased 
by the quick Iraqi response to his 
48-hour deadline for agreement 
on a meeting to coordinate an 
exchange of war prisoners, U.S. 
and Kuwaiti detainees and other 
military aspects ahead of a formal 
end to the war. 

The alHes have also demanded 
that the Iraqis identify for them 
the location of all mines planted 
on land and at sea, free all 
detainees, return the remains of 
war dead and end missile attacks 
on Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

The United States has no plan 
ready yet for withdrawing its 
nearly 540,000 forces from the 
Gulf, but some will be recalled 
“pretty soon/’ senior Pentagon 
officials said. 

For weeks the United Nations 
has made contingency plans for 
peacekeeping operations in the 
Gulf, considering a force of any- 
where from a few hundred to 
. about 5,000 on Iraq’s border with 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

The agenda for the talks might* 
include the positioning of troops, 
rules of safe passage for 
travellers, information on land 
and sea mines, care for the sick 
and wounded and returning the 
remains of the dead. 

Political issues, such as the 
return of prisoners of war, Iraqi 
war reparations to Kuwait and 
the establishment of a military 
buffer zone in southern Iraq, 
belong to diplomats. 

Wrangling over the terms of 
peace, or the absence of war, can 1 
be long and rocky. 



King Hussein addresses Nation 

‘Let us place our trust in 
God and turn over new page’ 


The following is His Majesty King Hussein’s address to the nation 


Friday: 

In the name of God the Com- 
passionate the Merciful 

Brother Citizens, 

Brother Arabs, in ah parts of 

the Arab World, 

Brother Muslims, in ail parts 
of the world, 

I send you greetings that spring 
from a pure Arab heart and 
conscience that believes in the 
will of God. On this historic 
moment I shall pause with you at 
two landmarks of Jordan's prog- 
ress and that of the greater Arab 
Nation. 

The first is the thirty fifth 
anniversary of the Arabisation of 
the command of our Arab Army, 
so that it may always remain a 
source of strength for our nation 
and people. 

The second is the end of the 
Gulf crisis, which we sought from 
the outset to steer away from the 
dark tunnel it entered from the 
second of August until this day. 
This chapter ended at last, in one 
of the most cruel national disas- 
ters which our nation has ever 
endured. Now I address every 
one of you men and women, 
young and aged, Muslims and 
Christians, servicemen and civi- 
lians. 1 address every Arab and 
Muslim who lived the unfolding 
saga in his heart and mind, or 
who faced it as an inescapable 
reality. I address you, brother 
Jordanians, to tell you that we 
have every cause to hold our 
heads high. Never have we 
bowed them other than to 
Almighty God, nor will we now. 
Our vision was dear from the 
onset of the tragedy. We realised 
what the outcome would be if 
Iraq continued its occupation of 
Kuwait, and if we were not suc- 
cessful in solving the problem 
peacefully within the Arab 
framework. We -tried our besr to 
contain the problem' in its early' 
-stages - and at all -subsequent 
stages before the outbreak of' 
war. We sought to solve it and 
avert disaster through our con- 
cern for the greater national in- 
terest and our commitment to 
noble principles. We were not 
successful. I do not propose to go 
into the details of the sad drama 
because you know it well. You 
have lived it. I would like to say 
that the curtain has dropped on 
the final act, to herald a new 
dawn which beckons on the hori- 
zon. I realise that many of us in 
Jordan and in foe Arab and Mus- 
lim world will carry with them as 
they look forward to a new 
tomorrow, painful memories 
which can be transformed into 
hatred and rancour if they are 
allowed to grow and fester. But 
vibrant peoples are those that can ■ 
overcome their pain and grie- 
vance, and contribute lessons 
from which they themselves learn 
as they strive for their future, 
their hopes, and aspirations. 
Dynamic nations do not allow 
bad memories to stall their prog- 
ress or paralyse their ability to 
think. They emerge from foe 
ashes and shake off foe dust 


having drawn strength, confi- 
dence, and determination from 
their bitter ordeal, to resume 
normal life and to construct a 
brighter future. 

You know that, after Iraq and 
Kuwait, Jordan suffered most 
from this crisis. We were isolated 
economically till our exports 
shrank. We were placed unwil- 
lingly in the war zone till our 
tourism ceased and our airspace 
was closed. We were obliged to 
shoulder over and above, foe 
responsibility of hosting Jorda- 
nian returnees who had worked 
in Kuwait. This entailed an addi- 
tional burden to our financial and 
economic plight. Our standard of 
living was diminished, in the case 
of hundreds of thousands of our 
people, to below the poverty line. 
Unemployment soared to an un- 
precedented level. Our tankers 
were hit as they came from Iraq 
loaded with oil, without which, 
not only foe wheels of foe eco- 
nomy would grind to a halt, but 
so would our ability to provide 
drinking water, which requires 
energy to pump it from its various 
sources. Nevertheless, we did 
what we could to stay prepared to 
defend our country at all levels: 
We mobilised the armed forces, 
called up our reserves, equipped 
the people's army, and provided 
basic food supplies for foe coun- 
try. We did not, however bear a 
grudge towards anyone, nor did 
we place foe blame on any. We- 
realised that we would pay dearly 
for standing on principle, and 
maintaining our freedom of 
choice within a national context, 
and because of our geographical 
location. 

Gloating and apportioning 
blame are not Arab traits, nor are 
they compatible with their spir- 
itual values because they lead to 
enmity, hatred, and alienation. 
On xbe ocher hand, forgiveness 
and burying foe past lead to 
healing foe wounds and closing 
foe ranks of the nation once 
again. 

Let us place our trust in God 
and turn over a new leaf. Let 
everyone make an honest resolu- 
tion to work for reconciliation 
and harmony, and to shun 
doubts, mistrust, and all causes of 
strife. Let us establish an inter- 
Arab relationship based on foe 
fear of God, mutual trust, and 
faithfulness to foe aspirations of 
our nation and its future genera- 
tions to live in freedom, peace, 
security, and stability, so they can 
resume foe quest for progress and 
fortitude, within its national char- 
acter and Islamic values. 

Let us min over a new page, 
thanking God that foe Gulf war 
has ended, foal foe bleeding has 
stopped, and that foe people of 
Kuwait enjoy their independence 
once again. Let us pray to God 
that this be foe last strife between 
Arabs, and that he may guide 
them to foe true path, foe path of 
righteousness, justice, fraternity, 
solidarity, and affection. 

As I say this a stream of images 
crowds my mind. Today our 
Kuwaiti brothers celebrate their 


return to their homes and the 
restoration of their independ- 
ence. We share their happiness. 

By contrast, our Iraqi brothers 
nurse their wounds and pain. We 
sympathise with them all, people 
and army, Arabs and Kurds, Sun- 
nis and Shi’ites, in every dry, 
village, and bedouin camp. We 
all bear a responsibility towards 
Iraq, its heritage and history. We 
shall stand by the Iraqi people as 
they look forward to rebuilding 
their country and to healing their 
wounds. To all our brethren in 
Iraq we pledge that we shall 
neither forget them, nor foe help 
they have given us in our moment 
of need. 

On this day we see the begin- 
ning of a new Arab era. A new 
dawn between Iraq and Kuwait 
marked by reconciliation and re- 
construction in both countries. 

Today, pains and sorrows turn 
into hope and determination. To- 
day is a day for reflection and 
selfappraisal, to heal foe wounds, 
restore Arab unity, and lay solid 
foundations for a better future. 
The nation did not start with us 
that it should end with us. 

This is the day when we should 
consider how to revive and de- 
velop foe Arab regional order, to 
make it more capable of contain- 
ing our problems and facing the 
challenges that face our nation. 

It is a day of determination for 
us to build our national strength, 
to restore confidence in ourselves 
and to safeguard our values and 
beliefs. 

It is a day when all should turn 
to solving their problems, foe 
.border issues being at the fore- 
front, so that foe nation will 
never again find itself in a situa- 


of foe Palestinian Arab people, 
who look to the day of salvation 
when they too can rejoice as do 
foe Kuwaiti people today. Hie 
Palestinian people look to a 
world that has applied interna- 
tional legality with foe same 
vigour that it demonstrated over 
the question of the occupation of 
Kuwait, and await the same firm- 
ness and decisiveness in applying 
international legality to its huma- 
nitarian and national demands. 

It has been said that Palesti- 
nians showed happiness when 
missiles hit Israel. If that is cor- 
rect, should the world not analyse 
foe cause for this happiness? I 
suggest to the Israeli leadership 
and people that they scrutinise 
this phenomenon closely for foe 
Palestinians, like all living mor- 
tals. are also human, and it is 
humanity that constitutes their 
love for life, virtue and peace as it 
does for others. One cannot dis- 
tinguish a line between this reac- 
tion to the attacks and the con- 
tinued neglect by the internation- 
al community of their suffering, a 
fact which can only have had a 
brutalising effect. Such “happi- 
ness" is no more than a reflection 
of deep seated and profound sor- 
row, coupled with despair of 
attaining international justice and 
of having waited so long for 
salvation in freedom and foe right 
to a life with dignity. 

On this day we urge the world 
again to address the question of 
Palestine by the same criteria that 
it has applied over foe question of 
Kuwait. We should also like to 
renew our pledge to foe world 
that we are committed to striving 
for foe attainment of a just and 
durable peace that guarantees the 


Let everyone make an honest resolution to 
work for reconciliation and harmony, and 
to shun doubts, mistrust, and all causes of 
strife. Let. us establish an inter-Arab rela- 
tionship based on the fear of God, mutual 
trust, and faithfulness to the aspirations of 
our nation and its future generations to live 
in freedom, peace, security, and stability, 
so they can resume the quest for progress 
and fortitude, within its national character 
and Islamic values. 


tion of conflict that could lead to 
its ruin. It is the day when serious 
thinking ought to commence on 
how our abilities should comple- 
ment construction and develop- 
ment in a context of cooperation, 
to safeguard our human and natu- 
ral resources and to release foe 
potential of our nation's youth. 

It is the day on which we ought 
to bear witness to foe interrela- 
tion of interests amongst the na- 
tions of foe world, foe inter- 
dependence amongst its peoples, 
the need to live in harmony with 
each other, to enjoy our re- 
sources in a framework of equal- 
ity and by the grace of God to 
fulfill the trust of future genera- 
tions. On this day we should also 
not be impervious to the anguish 


national rights of foe Palestinian 
people on their national soil. 
Foremost among these rights is 
their right to self-determination 
and to representation in a peace 
process aimed at resolving foe 
Arab/Israeli conflict. These rights 
constitute the basis for the 
achievement of lasting peace and 
enduring stability in foe region, a 
goal which we seek jointly with 
the international community, 
guided by foe noblest of values 
and by a commitment to the 
application of all international 
principles with equal enthusiasm 
and dedication. 

. On this day we must also focus 
attention on foe growing disparity 
between rich and poor nations in 
this region which predicates con- 



tinuing social and political unrest 
if it is not addressed institutional- 
ly through planning in order to 
cope with the challenges to stabi- 
lity in this region and to world 
peace, and not just as an express- 
ion of charity. In our opinion this 
means a great deal for it addres- 
ses the core of international deal- 
ings with our region as an inte- 
grated region rather than a series 
of bilateralism. 

On this occasion I should also 
like to thank all those who helped 
us during this crisis and who 
understood and appreciated our 
principled stand, our propensity 
for peace and our dedication to 
conflict resolution through peace- 
ful means. We would like to 
assure foe whole world that Jor- 
dan throws its arms open wide to 
all those who wish to establish 
friendly relations based on 
mutual respect and cooperation. 
Jordan extends its hand to all 
those who reciprocate with 
warmth and honour that we may 
work together in foe knowledge 
that rhetoric will yield to 
meaningful deeds. Jordan will al- 
ways belong to its nation, will 
always strive for international 
cooperation in achieving prosper- 
ity for all. This is Jordan's long- 
standing belief which, God will- 
ing, it will never abandon. 

Here in Jordan we are proud of 
our democratic experiment which 
in this crisis has been a founda- 
tion stone of the edifice of our 
national unity. It has revealed foe 
awareness of our people, their 
fears for foe nation's welfare and 
their deep concern for regional 
developments in a context of 
responsible national and patriotic 
participation. 

I congratulate you all in prog- 
ressing on the path of democracy 
which we shall strive to consoli- 
date and enhance. At foe outset 
of this new phase, as we prepare 
ourselves to resume foe process 


of reconstruction, we shall prop- 
ose the national charter for 
national endorsement that we 
may. in the light of the charter, 
organise and. God willing, guide 
our participatory process 'with 
greater cooperation in the service 
of our country and our Arab 
Nation equally. Our historic 
national responsibilities lie in 
providing foe elements of success 
for our experiment which may 
offer a model for our Arab 
brethren, in their tum. to expand 
their participatory process in foe 
service of their countries. 

We in Jordan are confident 
that the Arab peoples have a 
greater sense of solidarity and 
harmony foan the recent crisis 
suggests. They are capable of 
overcoming foe causes of division 
and fragmentation which we have 
always cautioned against. Popu- 
lar participation in foe framework 
of democratic institutions is foe 
guarantor of upholding that soli- 
darity among people just as re- 
sponsible freedom and respect for 
human rights and human dignity 
are foe guarantors that prevent 
decision-makers from following 
foe paths of adventurism. 

For it is through the wide- 
spread adoption of democracy in 
Arab countries that we can best 
save our nation from the pitfalls 
of aimed conflict. We also see in 
democracy a sure way of preserv- 
ing harmony in the Arab Nation 
on an acceptable basis which 
would lead the nation to the 
realisation of its hopes in inter- 
dependence, strength, progress 
and prosperity. 

“It may be that you dislike a 
thing which is good for you and it 
may also be that you prefer a 
thing and it may be foe worst for 
you. God knows all and you 
know not” (AI Baqara 216)’ 

May God's peace, mercy and 
blessings be upon you. 
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The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 


In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near * 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
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6:30-Midnight 
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Many villas and apartments^ 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-) 
nished. 

I* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 
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CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
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Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
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Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

l 

Ay exclusive gift shopVt 

ff Italian shoes, 
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Tel. 669 457 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 
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7.30 -T1 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


£ 

The Regency Palace Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 

% 
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MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Ca^go 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEXH^Z 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAI'OTEL 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 

P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAftOTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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Morceli sets 1 , 500 m. record 



SEVILLE (AP) — Algerian 
Noureddine Morceli celebrated 
his 21st birthday Thursday by 
setting a 1, 500-metre indoor 
world record, clocking 3 minutes, 
34.16 seconds in the Placido Fer- 
nandez Viagas track meet. 

But he had to wait nearly two 
hours for a photo-finish confirma- 
tion after an Algerian teammate 
strayed too near the finish line 
and triggered the automatic tim- 
ing device a second before Mor- 
celi crossed the line. 

Morceli broke the record of 
3:34.20 set exactly one year ago 
on the same track by Briton Peter 
Elliott. He was followed by Spa- 
niard Fermin Cacho at 3:35.29 
and Portuguese runner Mario Sil- 
va at 3:36.16. 

“The race worked out exactly 
as planned from start to finish." 
Morceli told the Spanish News 


Agency (EFE). “I felt really 
good.** 

Morceli said the audience had 
spurred him on and said he was 
looking forward to facing Elliott 
on the same track at the Mar. 
8-10 World Indoor Track and 
Field Championships. 

Officials first said the Universi- 
ty of Southern California student 
had run the race in a record- 
shattering 3:33.14. But they cor- 
rected the time after ruling one of 
the race clocks had been stopped, 
too soon. 

American Michael Johnson 
clocked the best time of the year 
in the 400-metre event, running 
45.46 seconds to beat out compat- 
riot Danny Harris and world re- 
cord holder Thomas Shoenlebe of 
Germany. 

Johnson needed a late surge to 
fly past Simon, who flew off the 


blocks and led until a few metres 
from the finish line. Harris, run- 
ning alongside Johnson, stayed 
on the winner’s shoulder and 
finished in 46,68. Simon was at 
46.77. 

American “Rabbit” Kevin 
Washington set a blistering 
1:53.55 pace for the first 800 
metres. 

In the 3,000 metres, Briton 
Mark Rowland won in 8 minutes, 
2.70 seconds. Spaniard Anade- 
to Jimenez was second in 8:02.90 
and French runner Pascal. 
Thiebaut finished third in 
8:03.10. 

British sprinter Linford Christ- 
ie overcame a poor start to win 
the 60 metre men's run in 6.56 
seconds. Christie nearly fell at the 
gun but rallied to edge Nigerian 
Chedi Imoh, who finished in 


6.57. Andres Simon was awarded 
the same time for his third-place 
finish. 

But Christie could not com- 
plete a double in the 200 metres. 

Fellow Briton John Regis won 
the race in 20.66, three-tenths of 
a second of the world pace. 
Christie was second in 20.83 and 
Sandro Floris was third in 21.15. 

In women’s events,' Jamaican 
Merlene Ottey won both the 60- 
metre and 200-metre races. 

Ottey won the 60-metre race in 
7.08 seconds, ahead of Soviet 
runner Irina Sergeyeva at 7.10 
and Cuban Liliana Allen at 7.16. 

Less than an hour later, she ran 
away with the 200 metres in 
22.37, ahead of Dianne Dixon of 
the United States at 22.99 and 
Sandra Myers, a U.S.-born Span- 
ish sprinter, who finished in 
23.14. 


54 Soviet athletes punished for doping 


MOSCOW ( AP) — More than 50 
Soviet athletes were caught last 
year using drugs and punished 
under a 2-year-old U.S.-Soviet 
agreement to stop doping in 
sports, a deputy sports minister 
says. 

Vasily Gromyko, the Soviet 
Union's top expert on doping, 
said the testing and release of die 
positive results showed his coun- 
try was serious about making its 
sports programme drug free. 

“Nobody believed us until re- 
cently that we completely opened 
our secrets,*’ Gromyko said in an 
interview this week. “But after 


we signed our agreement on 
mutual doping control with the 
United States, we think that our 
intentions became clear to every- 
body.** 

It was the first time that test 
results of Soviet athletes under 
the superpower agreement had 
been released- Soviet sports offi- 
cials have, however, released fi- 
gures on positive doping tests 
before the joint programme took 
effect. 

Gromyko said Soviet officials 
“disqualified, suspended or 
punished in other ways 54 of our 


athletes last year for doping." 

Among those caught was high- 
jumper Tamara Bykova and hep- 
tathiete Larisa Nikitina, both of 
whom tested positive at last sum- 
mer’s Goodwill Games. 

There were no Olympic 
athletes among those caught, 
Gromyko said. 

In addition to being suspended, 
some athletes were stripped of 
the coveted-^titleof-merited Mas- 
ter of Sports," under which they 
could receive benefits such as 
special pensions from the govern- 
ment Sports Ministry. 


The U.S. -Soviet agreement 
was signed in 1989 following an 
international anti-doping cam- 
paign that was launched after the 
1988 Seoul Olympics. 

Gromyko said the Soviet State 
Sports Committee was committed 
to fighting doping under the 
agreement. It also has signed an 
anti-doping agreement with Fin- 
land and was considering one 
with Norway and Germany, he 
said. 

The Soviets have developed a 
doping-control system that “ex- 
cludes a possibility of any falsi- 
fication," Gromyko said. 


FIFA approves single Korean 
soccer team for youth games 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — 
FIFA has approved North and 
South Korea's request to field a 
single team for the sixth Youth 
World Cup in Portugal in June. 

The request for the under-20 
championship, scheduled to be 
staged June 14-30, was approved 
by an emergency committee 
headed by President Joao Have- 
langfi. 

It was also announced that 
Syria will replace one of the two 
Asian zone qualifying berths for 
the tournament vacated by the 
creation of the single Korean 
team. 

North and South Korea pre- 
viously had both qualified for die 
16-team tournament finals. ‘ 

The North and the South, di- 
vided since the end of World 
War n and which warred from 
1950-53, are using sports as one 
way to promote political rap- 
prochement aimed at eventual 
reunification. 

Earlier Thursday, a South Ko- 
rean sports official expressed 
hope of agreeing with its northern 
neighbour on fielding a single 
team for the 1992 summer Olym- 
pics in Barcelona. 

FIFA, soccer’s world gov- 
erning body, noted North and 
South Korea played as a com- 
bined soccer team in two official 
“full internationals” last Octo- 
ber. 

Full internationals involve the 
senior national teams of two 
'countries. 

FIFA said the single team will 
play in the Youth World Cup in 
red uniforms and under the name 
of Korea. 

Their flag will display the blue 
outlines of both Koreas on a 
white background and the folk 
song Arirang will serve as nation- 
al anthem, a FTFA statement 
said. 

New rules 

Meanwhile the world soccer 
chiefs are planning to use an 


entire 32-game junior tourna- 
ment this year to experiment with 
drastic rule changes intended to 
produce more goalscoring. 

It is the most concrete response 
yet by FIFA to complaints that 
last year's World Cup finals pro- 
duced too much defensive, 
safety-fiist play. 

FIFA's first world cham- 
pionship for play m under age 17 , 
set for Ecuador next August, is to 
become a testing ground for ways 
to make soccer more crowd- 
pleasing. 

General Secretary Joseph Blat- 
ter, interviewed on Swiss televi- 
sion Monday night, outlined the 
changes FIFA wants to try at the 
two-week, 16-nation tournament: 

kr. Apply the offside rule only 
to attackers beyond a line drawn 
at the height of the opposing 
penalty area, 16 metres from the 
goal, leaving midfield an offside- 
free zone. 

— Let goaltenders control the 
ball only six seconds before pas- 
sing or throwing it out. 

— Forbid backpasses to the 
goalie. FIFA officials clarified 
Tuesday that only goalies* hand- 
ling of backpasses will be banned. 

One official said FIFA experts 
are still working on details of the 
trial rules and what sanctions 
referees could impose to enforce 
them. 

“Our statistics show something 
amazing — the goalie is the play- 
er who receives the most balls 
during a game,” Blatter said. 

“Wasting time by backpassing 
has become somewhat fashion- 
able. It delays the game and also 
enrages the spectators.” 

FIFA’s Executive Committee 
is “likely” to give its required 
formal approval for the tryout, 
possibly before its next regular 
meeting in July. 

He said the tournament could 
spark formal proposals for 
changes to soccer's rule-making 
authority, the International Foot- 
ball Association Board. ' 
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HORSE TRADING 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
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DM Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

* — weak 




Opening lead: Jack of 0 
Sometimes it just doesn't pay to 
win a trick. This hand is unusual in 
that an unblocking play was avail- 
able to both declarer and a 
defender. 

West's two-spade opening was a 
little eccentric in that he had more 
strength outside his suit than in it. 
Thai is perhaps explained by the 
fact that sitting South was the peri- 
patetic Pakistani Zia Mahmood, 
who earlier this year won the first 
Omar Sharif World Individual- 


Championship, but who is given to 
occasional flights of fancy in the 
auction. The rest of the bidding was 
normal. 

West led the jack of diamonds, 
covered by the queen and won by 

the king. Declarer ruffed the contin- 
uation of the ace of diamonds and 
led the king of hearts to West's ace. 
The spade return was successfully 
finessed. Declarer came to hand 
with a tramp to the king and ran the' 
ten. Next, the spade finesse was re- 
peated and the ace of trumps was 
cashed. On this trick West jetti- 
soned the queen! Now there was no 
way declarer could avoid two more 
heart losers— down one. 

Now let’s see what happens if de- 
clarer ruffs the second diamond' 
with the eight. The play continues as 
above, but after drawing the third 
trump, declarer continues with a 
heart to the queen. West cannot ruff 
because he would be esdplayed and 
forced to return a spade into dum- 
my's retrace. So declarer cashes the 
jack of hearts. West again discard- 
ing, and thm throws West in with 
tiie carefully preserved three of 
crumps. West must give the last two 
tricks to dummy and declarer has 
succeeded in holding bis losers to 
one trick in each suit except for 
spades. A pretty hand all around. 


Arsenal captain to play 
in crucial soccer clash 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal cap- 
tain Tony Adams is set to play his 
first league match for the English 
first division leaders Sunday since 
coming out of prison just over 
two weeks ago. 

But defender Adams, who 
served 57 days of a four month 
sentence for drunk-driving, could 
not have chosen a tougher or 
more crucial time to return to his 
London team. 

Level on points with cham- 
pions Liverpool at the top of the 
league, they play the faltering 
Merseysiders at Anfield in a 
match that could finally break the 
deadlock in the title race. 

Adams played in Arsenal’s 
F. A. Cup.fifth round victory over | 
third division Shrewsbury 
Wednesday and said afterwards 
that he felt as fit as he had been 
before he left off. 

‘Tony was like a rock in our 
defence, just like he always was. 
He is such a strong figure,” said 
Michael Thomas, who scored the 
goal that put Arsenal in the F.A. 
Cup quarter-finals. 

‘Tony was perhaps just a little 
ring-rusty against Shrewsbury but 
I was very pleased with him, just 
as I was with the whole team,” 
said manager George Graham. 

Arsenal, penalised two points 
for a brawl against Manchester 
United, beat the champions 3-0 at 
Highbury in December but Liver- 
pool have many other reasons for 


wanting to win. 

Since manager Kenny Dalg- 
lish’s shock resignation last week, 
they have lost their league lead- 
ership. had hopes of a league and 
cup double dashed and given 
caretaker manager Ronnie 
Moran an unwelcome match re- 
cord of played two lost two. 

Moran, who celebrated his 
57th birthday a day after watch- 
ing his team lose in the F.A. Cup 
to city rivals Everton Wednesday 
and lrnows his managerial future 
may depend on Sunday's match, 
was determined to put the record 
straight. 

“Our players are sickened by 
the result but they mil bounce 
back against Arsenal,** he prom- 
ised. Liverpool have not lost two 
consecutive league matches since 
November 1989 — when they 
went on to win the championship 
by a nine-point margin. 

Everton will be in action again 
Saturday against fifth-placed 
Manchester United who are set to 
give manager Alex Ferguson’s 
18-year-old son Darren his foil 
league debut. 

United have six key players 
missing through injury, although 
captain Biyan Robson, striker 
Mark Hughes and midfielder 
Mike Phelan should be fit in time 
for their European Cup Winners' 
Cap quarter-final first leg against 
Montpellier of France. 


Barcelona poised to lake 
another step towards title 

By Reuters 

SPANISH Soccer League leaders Barcelona, under the shadow of 
the heart attack suffered by coach Cruyff, should take another step 
towards the title when they host lowly Tenerife Sunday. 

Five points clear in the first division, Barcelona showed the 
absence of Cruyff was not affecting them too much as they 
demolished second division Las Palmas 6-0 in a Spanish Cup tie 
Wednesday. 

Deputy Coach Carlos Rexacfa will be on the bench in place of 
Cruyff, who Wednesday underwent successful by-pass surgery to’ 
correct a blockage of a coronary artery. 

Second-placed Atletico Madrid, euphoric after Wednesday’s cup 
victory over neighbours Real Madrid, also have a home game 
Sunday, against Athletic Bilbao. 

The Basques of Bilbao must beat Atletico goalkeeper Abel 
Resino, who has now gone 11 foil league matches plus 60 minutes 
without conceding a goal, a Spanish first division' record. 

Italy’s AC Milan are foil of confidence as they prepare for a week 
iii which they play champions Napoli as well as French side Marseille 
in the European Cup. 

Milan, third in the league, will be without injured captain Franco 
Barest and suspended defender Alessandro Costacurta for the home 
game with Napoli Sunday. 

Baresi, who has dislocated a shoulder, will also miss Wednesday’s 
enounter with Marseille. 

Vincenzo Pincolini. assistant to Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi, 
believes last Sunday’s 1-1 draw with lowly Cagliari is best ignored 
since it was partly provoked by heavy training intended to have the 
side at maximum readiness for the next two games. 

“I knew it was going to be difficult in Cagliari ... however, that’s 
the price well have to pay for being at our best against Napoli 
Sunday and, above all. against Marseille.” 

European Soccer 

League leaders Sampdoria, too. are in a buoyant mood on the eve 
of their away game at Atalanta with coach Vujadin Boskov reporting 
no serious injury problems, apart from long time injured sweeper, 
Luca Pellegrini. 

Intemazionale appear to have the easiest task of the top four 
Sunday wheu they should be at full strength at home to relegation 
battlers Pisa. 

Juventus. by contrast, have a tougher game when they travel south 
to face Lazio at Rome's Olympic Stadium. 

Maresille host second-placed Monaco in the French League 
Saturday. 

A victory against Monaoo would almost secure the title for 
Marseille, as they would move six points clear of their closest rivals 
with 10 matches left in the league. 

But Belgian coach Raymond Goethals faces problems ahead of the 
Milan clash. 

After Tuesday’s training, former World Cup star Jean Tigana 
criticised Goethals for not selecting him for the Monaco match. 

“Goethals does not care about ray experience or my skills. I’m not 
playing in Monaco, I probably won't play in Milan. If nobody dies, I 
won't stand a chance of playing.” be said. 

“Tigana is 35, I have nothing else to say,” Goethals said. 

Bayem Munich should stay top of the German Bundesiiga this 
weekend when they entertain St. PauU, who are in disarray near the 
bottom of the table after sacking coach Helmut Schulte. 

Second-placed Werder Bremen have an awkward game at Borussia 
Moenchengladbach Sunday. 

Kaiserslautern, the big surprise this season , lie third, just one point 
behind Bayem and Werder. The south west club have a vital game in 
hand and Saturday's clash with fourth-placed Eintracht Frankfurt is 
crucial. 

In the Netherlands, league leaders PSV Eindhoven and third- 
placed Ajax Amsterdam both face tough home' matches. 

PSV entertain sleeping giants Feyenoord Rotterdam Sunday, with 
Fey enoord. again stuck in midtabfe. . 

Ajax, four points behind PSV with two games in hand, host 
second-placed Groningen. 

Washington D.C. bids to 
host World Cup matches 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
nation's capital, which has rabid 
football fans, is being looked at as 
a soccer hotbed by a group hop- 
ing to bring at least five World 
Cup soccer matches to Washing- 
ton in 1991. 

World Cup Washington, D.C. 
1994, which is competing with 31 
other U.S. cities to hold matches, 
submitted its written bid Wednes- 
day along with a 5155,000 deposit 


to bring the matches to Robert F. 
Kennedy Stadium. 

The stadium is home -to the 
Washington Redskins of the 
National Football League. 

World Cup matches will be 
held in the United States for the 
first time in their 60-year history 
in 1994. Washington is competing 
with cities including Los Angeles, 
Tampa and Miami to stage up 
seven matches. 


Muft‘n’Jeff 



Andy Capp 



Peanuts 


THAT WASN T THE RIGHT 
THING TO 5AY, MARCIE... 



WHEN A PERSON GETS A 
NEW HAIRDO, YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO TELL HER 
H0U) NICE IT LOOKS... 


YOU RE NOT SUPPOSE!? 
TO 5AY/WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOUR HEAD 7' 




FORECAST Pot SATURDAY, MARCH 2 , W91{ 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Canon Rfghtar PoundaBon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Mike it a paint to be on the alert to. 
find an un expe cted benefit faffing 
in your lap that can give you a new 

Ma w-po in t and a new dement of 
protection in whatever you fed if 
vital 


AHEfc (March 21 to April 19) Sit 
down and reaSy diacoa with your 
p art ner* just what yon and they 
can do to imp rove your p roem 
joint venture* and make your 
affiance good. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
TUs is an excellent day for you to 
get at the project* that require 
your own personal effort* which 
ebook! abo please your associates. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Wh ate v er you have in mind requir- 
ing die goodwill and active affiance 
of c hann e l* who fa scin ate and 
bring out the best In you is fine 


.then make time bring in g bread to 
youraetf by your own fateSgeat 
efforts with ndvbe. 

UBKAs (September 23 ro October 
22) You hare duum and the abfflty 
to im p re s s others with your own 
social qualifies now so take the 
time to buildup yum atoac i iren ew 
to often. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your favorite activity nee 
to ramanoB is getting at the toot of 
anything that p e rp taoes or ptaadea 
you and this is the time to get the 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now that you have it in 
your power to ar r ang e the many 
pe r s onal fatuity in te r est* that are 
imp ort an t, do so every avafiaMe 


UKfc (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you would Hke to do that does 
requ ir e additional information can 
be aided now by looking into every 
arafl mb te source for that date. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think out how you can have 
more of tins world's goods and 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
Dece mber 21) Look to your own 
personal friends for three ideas 
and that backing you need if you 
are to bring to yourself the penoo- 
al desires you want. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jammy 20) You would be wise to 
be very c harmi ng and agreeable to 
an yone with whom you come in 
contact that has to do with any- 
thing of an natur e, 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think out what you can 
best do in order to expend your 
uifhffF^r far beyond present Euiii* 
and be o p e nmind e d about using 
some new methods. 

PISCES: (Febr uar y 20 to March 
20) Whatever you have in umad 
that n ece ss i tate s some additional 
activity spent on doing what you 
have agreed is fine even though 
some more tune is needed. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


X 

% 

TO 

V* 

0 



“Go out for a walk, Stanley, 
it’ll help you relax.” 


Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


[V 

/El 

FtFEl 





SB 


I THAT SCHAMBLB) WORD GAME 
I* by Hand Arnold and Bob Lm 

11 ■ 

Do you have any Idea how 
talkative you ware lost night? 




HICCK 

• 




VORAYS 


nr 




KEE 



cri 



WHAT KEY MIGHT 
"UNLOCK" 
THE TONSUE’? 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ADAPT BORAX RENDER TANKS! 
Ansuftfc How com on the cob Is eaten— . 

FROM EAR TO EAR 


THE Daily Crossword by WHEam Carina 


ACROSS 
1 Yawning 
chasm 
6 Majority 
10 Mince 

14 Under to 
poets 

15 Matinee — 

16 Foyer 

17 Uganda 
neighbor 

18 Ml city 

20 Chest 

21 June 8, 1944 

23 Table linen 

24 — lor thought 

25 Make gbo-goo 
eyes 

26 Assistant 
foreman 

30 Guanaco kin 

34 Dick and 
'Spencer 

35 Woe is me! 

37 Buddy 

38 Relative 

39 Betelgeuse's - 
constellation 

41 Fertilizer 

42 Diamonds 

43 Compact 

44 Eur. peninsula 
46 Hard up 

48 Court game 
50 War god 
5Z Author Ayn 
53 Appear 

56 Auctioneer’s 
call 

57 Male swan 
60 Travel needs 
62 Wear down 

64 Additionally 

65 Monthly fee 
68 Hearsay 

67 Sorrel 

68 TV award 
68 Hanker 


u 

m 

a 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 


a 



DOWN 

1 Singer Paid 

2 Pilsner 

3 Gl 

4 Pigpen 

5 Unsubstantial 

6 Nankl-Poo’s 
.father 


7 “An 

apple 

8 Musical note 
0 Street talk 

10 Place of 
warship 

11 Light mist 

12 Swan genus 

13 stratagem 
19 Shopping 

centers. 

22 Kevin of 
“Knots 
Landing" 

24 Truth 

25 Eur. capital 

26 Besmirch 

27 Treaty 

28 Hindu queen 
28 Goat antelope 

31 Unjoined 

32 Lanza 

33 EAP name 
36 Beast - 

40 — out (dose 
ini 

41 Fix 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


OUCJQa UUliU □□□ 
□pJDDB £!□□□ QUQU 
□tianuGULiaij anno 
aoQQoauB □naan 
HQU QQBQU 

□□auiau uaaaaG 
□□tfEm aanu 
uusuuaa auanuuu 
QQQ DQUfr) uzjaun 
□□□□on □□□□□□ 

OCiHOa QCiQ 
OOEJDU □□□□□□□□ 
ELJQIJ EJUaauuurjFJtJ 
BHQU BQQQ QaDUQ 

□aa □□□□ oquud 


43 Orgeat 
45 Bookmaker 
47 Andre of 
baseball 
49 Worthless 
51 Lyric poem 

53 Jib boom 

54 Nimbus 


55 Thessaly peak 

56 Hold off 

57 Robin -Cook 
novel 

58 Fragrance 
39 Swiss city 
61 Grog 

^63 Regret 
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Kuwait 


British insurers lower war 
risk rates for Gulf cargo 


looks for 
special 
OPEC 
oil quota 

LONDON (R) — Kuwait, facing 
heavy spending to rebuild, will 
seek a special OPEC oil produc- 
tion quota to help pay for recon- 
struction, oil Minister Rashid 
Salem A1 Ameeri said in remarks 
published Thursday. 

“Kuwait will ask the organisa- 
tion to take its circumstances into 
account ou production and 
prices,” Ameeri told the London- 
based Arabic language newspap- 
er A1 HayaL 

“At the last OPEC (Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) "noting there were 
hints from some member col- 
leagues that Kuwait bad special 
circumstances that should be 
taken into consideration,” he 
added. 

Ameeri cited a precedent when 
die 13-member o3 group allowed 
Iraq and Iran special production 
quotas during their 1980-88 war. 

Baghdad, just before invading 
die emirate, accused Kuwait of 
econo m ic sabotage, saying it was 
flooding the world oil market and 
driving prices down. 

There has been no official esti- 
mate of die costs of p u tt in g right 
die damage to the tiny ultra- 
modern Golf state but unofficial 
figures ranged from $50 to SI 00 
bflfioa- 

Ameeri declined to say when 
production would be resumed, 
noting that more than SOO ofl 
wells set ablaze by Iraqis would 
take a long time to- restore. 

“We don't have a clear picture 

Of the damage yet,” he said. 

He estimated that Kuwait had 
lost S7 billion in ofl revenue since 
the Iraqi invasion. 


LONDON (R) — London under- 
writers have reduced war risk' 
rates for sea cargo to and from 
the Gulf, reflecting ap p arent low- 
er risks in die region, an insor- . 
ance industry body has said. 

War risk rates for Saudi Red 
Sea ports, Israeli Red Sea and 
Mediterranean ports and Turkey 
were abandoned, die underwri- 
ters’ War Risk Committee said. 
Jordan remained on the list, 
although at much lower rates. 

The committee, representing 
unde r w ri t ers on the I ns t i t ute of 
London Underwriters (ILU) and 
Lloyd's of London insurance, 
markets, might meet again soon 
and farther reductions were 


possible, an IUJ source said. 

Marine war risk insurance now 
costs 0.0625 per cent of the cargo 
value to and from northern Ira- . 
man ports and points north of 
27130 degrees north in the Gulf, 
which includes Iran’s main ail 
terminal on Kharg Island. 

This compares with 0.25 per 
cent charged since Feb. 13, when 

the last c hangn* were gn nc iii i ^ 

Rates for southern Iranian 
ports and the southern Gulf were 
now at 0.05 per omit against a 
previous 0.125 per cent. 

In s ou t h w este rn parts of die 
Gulf west of 52 degrees east and 
mdnding Qatar and Bahrain, rates 


are now 0.125 per cent a 
previous 0-5 per cent. 

Most air cargo rates for the 
Gulf were also cot to around 
0.025 per cent. Previously they 
were “held covered” or up to 
0.20 per cent. 

Kill war risks, negotiated be- 
tween individual unde rwriter s 
and clients, have shown sharp de- 
dines recently after reaching a 
minimum level applicable in war 
si t uati o ns , brokers said. 

But both cargo and hall are 
tmfikely to return immediately to 
pre-war levels became the* Gulf 
region win still be dawafied as 
risky for some time, under writers 
said. 

Italy offers 
$55m aid 
to Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Italy's 
state secretary for foreign affairs 
met Thursday with President 
Hafez Assad and aft e r w a rd said 
his government was extending 
S55 million in new aid to Syria. 

Qanriio Lenod left for Rome 
following the meeting. 

Lenod said Italy planned to 
promote economic, business and 
cnftnral relations with Syria and 
said the Italian government had 
allocated 60 bflfion lire ($55 mil- 
fion) “to finance cooperation” 
over the next three years. 

Most of the money was to take 
the form of grants, be said. 

“Dialogue with Syria is very 
imp o r t an t in order to establish 
the new stability in the area after 
the war is over,” Lenod said. 

“Syria’s attitude during the cri- 
sis h«ic poshed things in this direc- 
tion. We much appreciate Syria's 
role....” 


Brady defends sweeping 
programme to reform 
U.S. bank industry 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady said Tuesday the Bush 
administration’s banking reform 
proposals would prevent a repeat 
of the savings and loan crisis that 
is costing taxpayers billions erf 
dollars. 

Brady said the administration’s 
proposal for banks “represents 
sound and prudent regulation 
with badly needed reforms to 
protect the taxpayer.” 

He stressed that the reforms 
'are markedly d iff e r ent from the 
deregulation of the savings and 
loan banks, which ultimately led 
to the collapse of hundreds of 
institutions, requiring the U.S. 
g o ve rnm ent to bail out depositors 
at a projected cost to taxpayers of 
$500 bOHon. 

When die thrift industry was 
deregulated, Brady said, “we left 
S&L (savings and loan) owners 
go to the casino with Unde Sam’s 
chequebook in hand.” 


In contrast, be said, the treas- 
ury’s proposals, winch would be 
the most wide-ranging banking 
reforms since the depression, 
would allow only healthy banks 
to expand info such business as 
insurance and s e curities, and then 
only t h rough sepa rat ely capital- 
ised affiliates. 

Nevertheless, industry analysts 
have seen fittie enthusiasm in 
Congress for allowing banks into 
risky new businesses, or for 
allowing industrial companies to 
own banking subsidiaries, 
another provision of tire adminis- 
tration’s plan. 

More support has been seen for 
other components of the plan, 
mrfnrfmg nationwide branching 
and moves to bolster the dwind- 
ling bank insurance fund. 

Brady emphasised the import- 
ance of not learning the wrong 
lesson from the thrift problem. 
He warned putting off 

r efor m of the banking ind ustry . 



AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, February 28, 15191 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 

Deutschmark 
Swiss franc 


®* n '. French franc 129.0 129.8 

- - Japanese yen (for 100). - 504.8 507.8 


666.0 -670.0 
1280-6 12883 

438.9 44L5 
508.Q 511.0 


Dm* gnOdex 3893 391 J 

Swedish crown 118.1 118.8 

Italian lira (Cor 100) 58.7 S9.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 212.7 214.0 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

1.9020/30 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1505/15 

Canadian dollar 


1.5330/37 

Deutschemarks 


1.7290/7300 

Dutch guilders 


1.3320/27 

Swiss francs 


31.55/60 

Belgian francs 


5.2220/70 

French francs 


1146/1147 

Italian lire 


134.15/22 

Japanese yen 


5.6950/7000 

Swedish crowns 


5.9950/6.000 

Norwegian crowns 


5.8950/9000 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of 'gold 

367.00/367.50 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Bank share prices plunged following the launch of 
National Australia Bank’s record rights issue. The All Ordinaries 

index ended 10.4 op-at 13515.2. * 

TOKYO — Stocks closed sharpfy-iower on disappointment as the 
end of the Gulf war failed to revive Wall Street’s rally. The Nikkei 
index fell 327.65 to 25,881.57. 

HONG KONG — After profittaking in active tratfing the Hang 
Seng index ended up 0.23 to 3,552.37. 

SINGAPORE — Despite share falls over a broad front the Straits 
Times industrial index rose 3.41 points to 1,462. 98, helped by 
gains in some index component stocks. 

BOMBAY — Market dosed until Monday. The Bombay Stock 
Exchange index dosed Thursday at 1,220.41, down 1.14. 

FRANKFURT — “The war is over and everyone is looking at the 
homemade catastrophe,” said Michael Reitberger, trader at 
Citibank. Concern about the cost of German unity sent the DAX 
index down 25.35 points ‘to 1,516.74, its lowest dose since 
1,486.52 on Feb. 14. 

PARIS — Profittaking followed the buying spree that greeted the 
Gulf ceasefire. The CAC-40 index, which closed Thursday at a 
six-month high, fell 13.00 points to 1,746.79. 

LONDON — Hopes of a cot in British interest rates limited the 
effect of a weaker start qo Wall Street. The FTSE index gained six 
points to 2,366.9. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street recouped early losses. At 1630 GMT 
the Dow Jones industrials were up 1.24 to 2.883.42. 
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Gulf crisis 
cost airlines 
about $lb 
in January 

GENEVA (AP) — The Gulf 
crisis cost airlines an estimated SI 
billion in January, the Interna- 
tional Air Transport Association 
(LATA) said Thursday. 

The industry association said 
scheduled air traffic was 12 per 
cent down on January 1990. It 
said Middle Eastern airlines suf- 
fer'd a 33 per cent fall in traffic. 
European airlines witnessed a 12 
per cent decline and North Amer- 
ican carrier five per cent 

Bur an LATA statement said 
there were signs that business was 
slowly starting to improve. 

A spokesman said this assess- 
ment was based on an informal 
survey of advance bookings con- 
ducted among member airlines 
during the past ten days. He said 
no firm figures were yet avail- 
able. 

The LATA statement said worl- 
dwide financial results for 1991 
were expected to be “very dis- 
appointing.” It said growth in. 
scheduled air traffic was likely to 
be below three to four per cent 
for 1991. Before the eruption of 
the Gulf crisis, an expansion of 
six to seven per cent had been 
predicted. 

It said data received by LATA 
showed airline results for January 
were SI billion lower than 
budgeted figures. It said Middle 
Eastern airlines lost $200 million 
compared with their targets, 
European carriers lost $600 mil- 
lion and North American com- 
panies more than $200 milli on. 

About 15,400 flights scheduled 
for January were cancelled, some 
four per cent of the total. The 
statement said this included 5,500 
by Middle Eastern airlines. 1300 
by European carriers and 1.900 
by North American airlines. 

The statistics do not include 
charter flights or freight traffic. 

The spokesman said LATA 
p lann ed a full survey of reasons 
for the fall in passengers. He 
added that initial studies among 
businessmen showed economic 
recession and company economy 
drives were more important that 
terrorist fears in travel cutbacks. 

The spokesman asked not to be 
identified. ■ 


Israel 
opens door 
to foreign 


Travel firms said unlikely 
to boom as Gulf war ends 


PARIS (R) — The end of the 
Gulf war does not signal a rapid 
recovery in business for Europe's 
airlines and leisure firms, indus- 
try analysts said Thursday. 

Fear of “terrorism," roundly 
blamed for a 25 per rent drop in 
European airline traffic since war 
erupted on Jan. 17, would take 
longer to dissipate, they said. 

And, some of Europe’s major 
economies were slowing down, 
crimping the travel budgets of 
companies and indrvidnals alike. 

“There will be a certain re- 
sumption of travel, but I think it 
will be slow," said Josette Lahon 
of Paris broker Puget-Mahe. 

“Everyone has been concen- 
trating on the Gulf for the last 
several months and they have 
perhaps been ignoring the effects 
of slowing economies across 
Europe." said County Natwest 
leisure industry analyst Julie Far- 
rar. 

France, which enjoyed solid 
growth for most of 1990 but saw 
its gross domestic product shrink 
‘for the first time in nearly four 
years in the fourth quarter, was 
an example. 

"All corporate travel in the 
United Kingdom is being cut 


hack and will continue to be,” 
said Farrar. "If France seems to 
be sliding into a recession, I 
would expect French firms to do 
the same." 

"My feeling is we may get a 
small upswing on business travel 
as some companies that have 
banned employees from travell- 
ing may lift those bans,” Farrar 
said. "I don’t think they all will 
because of a fear of terrorism 
related to the Gulf." 

Some analysts said the chances 
of “terrorist" attacks could in- 
crease and deter travellers. 

“The one precedent is the U.S. 
bombing attack against Libya in 
1986," said Christopher Will of 
Lehman Brothers. “It took 12 
months after that for traffic on 
the North Atlantic to move from 
negative year on year compari- 
sons to positive comparisons." 

“(The Gulf war) is a much 
more major event with much 
higher probability of terrorism 
after the war." Will said. “Also, 
that (3986/87) recovery of traffic 
happened at time when econo- 
mies on both sides of the Atlantic 
were far stronger that today." 

David Henderson, manager of 
statistics for the Association of 


European Airlines, said he 
peered business to pick up, 
not by much. 

“We can easily imagine th^ 
certain travel plans have beer- 
changed, that some people who 
might have travelled this summer 
may not,” be added. 

But Serge Trigano. managing 
director of French leisure group 
dub Mediterranee. said he be- 
lieved there was pent-up vacation 
demand and he expected a strong 
recovery by June. 

“We estimate there will be a 
fantastic interest in travel for 
people who did not go on trips 
this winter," Trigano said. 

At least four European carriers 
— Lufthansa of Germany, Air 
France, Olympic of Greece and 
Austrian Airlines — said Thurs- 
day they would resume flights to 
Israel suspended because of the 
Gulf war. Aviation officials ex- 
pected others to follow as war- 
risk insurance rates dropped. 

All foreign airlines except 
U.S. -based Tower Air stopped 
flying to Israel when insurance 
rates soared before the war 
started on Jan. 17. Israeli carrier 
El At and Israel's domestic airline 
Arkia continued flying. 


End of Gulf war unlikely 
to spur quick global growth 


WASHINGTON (R) — The end 
of the Gulf war should give the 
world economy a shot in the arm, 
.but it is unlikely to ignite the 
spending boom needed to put 
global growth bade on a Cast 
track, economists said Thursday. 

The end of the war should 
usher in a period of low oil prices 
that wBl gT'e central hark? lee- 
way to cut interest rates to boost 
demand, they said. 

But they warned that the up- 
swing won't be all that robust, 
especially in the United States 
where consumers and companies 
remain hobbled by debt. 

“The shortness of the war 
should be helpful" in turning the 
U.S. economy around. White 
House Press Secretary Martin 
Frtzwater said. 

- ■ Although the ofl price collapse 
many expected after the war has 
not occurred, prices are likely to 
stay low for some time, helping to 
kick-start the stuttering world 
economy. 

Peter Perkins, an international 


economist at the DRI/McGraw 
Hill think-tank in Massachusetts, 
said each $10 drop in the price of 
oil slashes the energy bill of 
the world’s seven leading indust- 
rial nations by $70 billion. 

It was the steep rise in ofl prices 
to $40 a barrel after Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait last August that 
beioed w ’? -:v"" • 

U.S. economy in;o 

Lower oil prices are also good 
news for Japan and Europe, both 
of which heavily depended on 
supplies from the Gulf. "The 
war’s end is an unequivocal boon 
for the world economy,” Perkins 
miri- 

Consuxner and corporate confi- 
dence, battered by the uncertain- 
ties of the war and the temporary 
spike in cal prices last year, 
should also begin to revive. 

“The conclusion of the Gulf 
war will end the period of uncer- 
tainty which has led people to 
postpone decisions on investnunt 
and spending," said Stefano 


Micossi of Cbnfidustria, the Ita- 
lian industry employers' associa- 
tion. 

A survey of Americans by the 
Washington Post found the war 
has ..-igTrrpd an unprecedented 
surge in national optimism. 

. Jason Barm, associate econom- 
ic at the .Conference Board, said 
continence ic like- 
ly to rise when the board takes its 
next reading in March. 

Most economists expect the 
U.S. downturn ro* end soon, 
largely because of the steep drop 
in interest rates over die past six 
months. 

The easier monetary policy is 
beginning to spread from the 
United States “and Canada to 
Europe, where Britain cut in- 
terest rates this week for the 
second time in a month. France 
hinted it may soon follow suit. 

"All that should create a 
favourable climate for an econo- 
mic rebound,” French Finance 
Minister Pierre Beregovoy said. 


U.S. consumer spending plunges 


investments 
in stocks 

TEL AVIV OR) — The Bank of 
Israel has said it would permit 
foreign firms to raise cash on the 
Td Aviv stock market through 
stocks and bonds. 

But the amount of money a 
foreign firm could take out of the 
country would be limited to 20 
per oent of any new issue. 

Previously the central bank had 
turned down applications by fore- 
ign firms to issue shares on the 
stock market 

The change of policy “will 
mate the Israeli stockmarket 
more international," Bank of 
Israel official Gideon Schorr said. 
“Now we need local investme n ts, 
not Israeli i n v e st me n ts abroad.” 

The bank’s decision, followed 
requests by several foreign firms. 

But the bank said those firms 
— which were not identified — 
withdrew their applications after 
they were told they would have to 
invest 80 per edit of the in 
Israel. 

“We may in the future make 
the possibility more attractive by 
further relaxing the limitations,” 
Schorr told Reoetera. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
consumer spending, which col- 
lapsed in the final quarter of 
1990, dropped another 0.6 per 
cent as 1991 began, the govern- 
ment said Thursday in a report 
suggesting the recession con- 
tinued into the new year. 

“Consume rs are in a lot of 
trouble," Bryce Steinberg, an 
economist with Merrill Lynch 
Capital Markets in New York, 
said of the sector providing two- 
thirds of the nation’s economic 
activity. 

The Commerce Department 
said spending in January fell to a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
$3.72 trillion, the steepest slide 
since a 1 .3 per cent fall in January 
1987 and more than erasing a 0.5 
per cent advance in December. 

Economist John of Kemper 
Financial Services in Chicago said 
the decline is more evidence that 
the Januaiy-March period of 1991 
will be the second quarterly con- 
traction in a row. 

A recession generally is de- 
fined as at least two consecutive 
quarters of negative growth. 

The department reported 
Wednesday that the gross nation- 
al product — the total output of 
the nation’s goods and services — 
fell 0.9 per cent from October 
through December. That in- 
cluded a huge 2.9 per cent drop in 
consumer spending. 

And while the apparent end of 
the Gulf war is expected to boost 
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consumer confidence and provide 
an initial boost in spending, 
Steinberg said only rebound is 
unlikely to be robust. 

“The problem has been not a 
lack of confidence," the Merrill 
Lynch economist .said. "The 
problem is that consumers don’t 
have any money to spend. 

Indeed, the Commerce De- 
partment also reported Thursday 
that personal incomes fell 0.5 per 
cent, the largest decline since a- 
similar 0.5 per cent decline in 
November 1988. 

Income totalled a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of $4.72 
trillion down from 0.6 per cent 
gain posted in December. 

The Labour Department re- 
ported earlier that America's un- 
employment rate climbed to 6.2 
per cent in January, its highest 
level since 1987. 

And while there was an in- 
crease in some incomes due to a 
federal government pay raise and 
an increase in government benefit 
payments, it was offset by a de- 
crease in farm subsidies and a 


jump in social security withhold- 
ing taxes, the Commerce Depart- 
ment said. 

The report said Americans’ dis- 
posable incomes — incomes after 
taxes — sank 0.5 per cent, erasing 
a 0.5 per cent gain the previous 
month. 

As a result, Americans’ savings 
rate — savings as a percentage of 
disposable income — edged up to 
4.3 per cent in January from 4.2 
per cent a month earlier. 

The spending and income were 
not adjusted for inflation. When 
adjusted, spending actually fell 
1.1 per cent, the biggest decline 
since a 2.2 per cent drop in 
January 1987. 

Inflation-adjusted spending 
rose 0.4 per cent in December. 

Disposable incomes, when ad- 
justed for inflation, slumped 0.9 
per cent following a 0.5 per cent 
gain in December. 

A key component of the in- 
come category — wages and 
salaries — fell SL4.2 billion after 
rising $22.8 billion a month ear- 
tier. 
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Khaleda Zia’s party wins 140 
seats in Bangladesh elections 


DHAKA (AP) — The victory of 
Ktviieda Zia’s party in parliamen- 
tary elections is a monument to 
the memory of her assassinated 
husband and the realisation of 
her nation's long-frustrated 
dreams of democracy. 

With nearly all election results 
tallied Thursday, Mrs. Zia's 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party has 
an insurmountable lead in the 
contest for parliament's 300 seats. 

Mrs. Zia 46, has often said 
there would have been no need 
for her to enter politics if her 
husband. President Ziaur Rah- 
man, were alive. But the mother 
of two has proved to be a savvy 
politician who confounded ex- 
pectations by trouncing the 
better-organised Awami League 
of her rival, Sheikh Hasina. 

With 294 districts reporting 
from Wednesday's voting, Mrs. 
Zia’s party has 140 seats versus 
the Awami League's 84. 

A shaken Hasina declared that 
“something mischievous went 
against us," but foreign election 
observers said the voting 
appeared to be fair. 

Mis. Zia and Hasina, who is 
the daughter of another assassin- 
ated president, temporarily 
shelved their longtime enmity last 


Ershad, who has been under 
bouse arrest since Dec. 12 and 
faces trial on corruption and 
other charges, demonstrated he 
still has political clout. His Jatiya 
Party won 35 seats, including five 
that went to Ershad himself. 

The former army general can 
keep only one of the seats, with 
the others put up for by-elections. 
Under Bangladeshi law, he would 
automatically be stripped of the 
remaining seat if convicted. 

Jamaat-E-Islami, a right-wing 
Muslim religious party, won 18 
seats. Eleven others went to 
small-party allies of Hasina’s 
Awami League, and six were 
scattered among small parties and 
independents. 

Four seats have not yet been 
declared. Elections for two others 
were postponed when candidates 
died — one in cmpaign violence, 
the other of natural causes. 

Mrs. Zia, a stylish mother of 
two sons, emerged from her bun- 
galow in the heart of Dhaka's 
chief military base shortly before 
sundown Thursday to place a 
wreath on the tomb of her hus- 
band, an army general who seized 
power in a coup in 1976. 

Gen. Zia was elected President 


October to lead a mass protest ' two years later, after founding 


that forced President Hussain 
Muhammad Ershad ter resign. 
Ershad seized power in a 1982 
coup. 


the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
in an attempt to legitimise his 
power. He was assassinated by 
army officers in 1981. The party's 


quest for identity foundered until 
1983, when it turned to Mrs. Zia 
and made her a vice chairman 
and later chairman. 

She quickly proved to be a 
captivating speaker who dazzled 
the crowds in over-populated, 
under-fed Bangladesh with her 
glamorous saris and silky comple- 
xion. She charmed Bangladeshis 
with pledges of democracy and 
enough rice for everybody. 

Her party is usually vaguely 
described, as ‘‘centrist.” It 
adopted a slogan of “neither East 
nor West" and pledged to bring 
capitalism to Bangladesh — 
which might attract foreign inves- 
tors but has little to offer many 
people in- this country of 110 
million 

With a per capita annual in- 
come of $170, the city slums and 
the mud-hut villages dotting 
Bangladesh's countryside are foil 
of people who routinely go with- 
out food for a day or two because 
they can't earn enough money for 
subsistence. 

Democracy is an untested con- 
cept in Bangladesh. 

One of Mrs. Zia’s first tasks 
will be to put together a govern- 
ment coalition in parliament, be- 
cause her party fallen short of a 
majority of seats. 

Jamaat-E-Islami, an Islamic 
party that is less fundamentalist 
than its counterparts in other 


Muslim countries, has said it con- 
riders itself a natural partner for 
the Bangladsh Nationalist Party. 
Some of the small parties and 
independents also are potential 
allies. 

Ershad's Jatiya Party also has 
enough seats to play a pivotal 
role. Ershad himself is a political 
pariah at the moment, but bis 
party has something in common 
with Mrs. Zia’s. Both were 
founded in the Cantonment, as 
the Dhaka military base is popu- 
larly called, and both retain bul- 
warks of support in the army. 

Retired Army Maj. Abdul 
Mann an, who won one of the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party's 
seats, emphatically resoponded 
“no way" when asked about an 
alliance with Jatiya. 

But when asked about a future 
with the Jatiya Party mimis 
Ershad, Mann an said: “I think 
without Ershad, Jatiya would be 
a better party. Everybody in the 
Jatiya is not bad." 

One option for Mrs. Zia is to 
give up her seat in parliament and 
run for the presidency, a job now 
held on a caretaker basis by 
Supreme Court Justice Shaha- 
buddin Ahmad. This would give 
her the top job in government as 
well as largest share of seats in 
parliament. 

Several aides said Thursday 
this option is under considera- 
tion. 


Yugoslav 
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BANGKOK (AP) — King Bhu- 
mibol Adulyadej Friday 
approved the new military junta's 
interim constitution, starting the 
process toward formation of a 
provisional government. 

Details of the dcccr.^*. v-w 
not immediately available, but 
junta leaders have said it aims to 
reduce the widespread practice of 
vote-;- jytsg. 

Junta leader Gen. SunLorn 
Kongsompong, the supreme com- 
mander of Thailand's armed 
forces, said the military seized 
power last Saturday because 
Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choon ha van’s elected govern- 
ment was corrupt, tried to destroy 


the military and protected ene- 
mies of the monarchy. 

Also Friday, the junta ordered 
major changes in the tax code, 
including a 5 per cent cut in the 
top tax rate, will allow greater 
deletions for business expenses, 
families, employees and pension- 
ers. 

The changer, an apparent bid 

: . - .. 

benefit top military officers. 

Junta leaders signed the draft 
Thursday to replace the 1978 
constitution they abolished upon 
seizing power. Junta spokesmen 
said a military delegation flew to 
the northern city of Chian g Mai 
Friday morning and presented 


An interim government will be 
announced immediately after the 
constitution is approved, along 
with a legislative assembly that 
will draft a permanent constitu- 
tion this year, junta spokesmen 
said. Elections would be held 
once it is finished, they said. 

The bloodless takeover was the 
ninth successful coup in Thai- 
land's six decades as a constitu- 
tional monarchy that has been 
dominated by the military. 

The approval of the widely 
revered king is required for all 
major political changes. 


43 killed in India building collapse 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A* ; un- 
finished apartment block in Cal- 
cutta collapsed, killing at least 43 
people. Press Trust of India re- 
ported. 

Most of the victims were either 
labourers working on the four- 
storey building or residents of ad- 
joining huts, the news agfency 
reported. 

Earlier, United News of India 
said at least 38 people were in-, 
jured, most of them seriously. 

The report said the upper three 
stories of the building caved in 


earfy- -Thursday, trapping many 
sleeping workers in the rubble. 
Huts next to the building were 
also buried in the debris. 

The news agency said a massive 
rescue operation has been laun- 
ched by the police and fire bri- 
gade. 

Rescue efforts were hampered 
because of narrow approach 
roads that prevented heavy 
cranes from moving into the area. 
Press Trust reported. 

It quoted police and hospital 


Kashmiri militants say 
kidnapped lecturer safe 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — Kash- 
miri militants demanded Friday 
that the Indian government 
announce it was prepared to re- 
lease detained separatist fighters 
in return for the kidnapped 
daughter of a prominent local 
politician. 

But a man saying he spoke for 
the Jammu and Kashmir Students 
Liberation Front (JKSLF) told an 
international news agency by 
telephone that 29-year-old lectur- 
er Naheeda Imtiaz would not be 
harmed. 

“She is safe. She is like our 
sister, like the daughter of the 
prophet. Fatima. We will not do 
anything to harm her," the caller 
said. 

He said the JKSLF women’s 
wing has seized Imtiaz. daughter 
of member of parliament Saifud- 
din Soz, as she returned home 
from work Wednesday and was 
guarding her. 

The caller would no say which 
or how many colleagues the 
JKSLF was demanding in return 
for her. 

"The government must 
announce on radio and television 
they are prepared to release our 
colleagues. Only then will we 
name our colleagues," he said. 

A deadline for compliance 
would be announced later Friday, 
he added. 

There has been no official reac- 
tion from the government of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir, India's only 
Muslim-majority state run direct- 
ly from New Delhi for the past 
year. 

A senior official would say 
only: “We are making all efforts 
for her release. AH channels are 
being utilised in this connection." 

The JKSLF caller said col- 
leagues had spoken by telephone 
to Soz, who rushed to Srinagar 
after his daughter was taken. 

The caller would not give de- 
tails of the conversation and Soz 
was not immediately available for - 
comment. 

The kidnap took place only 


hours before the Indian parlia- 
ment voted to extend direct rule 
of the Himalayan state for a 
further six months. Soz raised 
one of the few voices against 
extension daring the debate. 

The tens of thousands of Indian 
security men, most of them Hin- 
dus, battling a 14-month in- 
surgency against Indian rule in 
which police have reported more 
than 2,000 deaths, have been 
placed on red alert during the 
search for Imtiaz. 

But despite the heavy security, 
separatists seized two policemen 
in the southern Kashmir Valley 
town of So pore Thursday night, 
one of them in bis own police 
station. 

Police said the other, abducted 
from a nearby street shortly after 
the raid on the police station, was 
released Friday. 

It was a kidnap that turned 
sour anti-Indian feelings in the 
Kashmir Valley into open rebel- 
lion. 

Ftve days after Mufti Moham- 
mad Sayeed took office as home 
(interior) minister in December. 
1989, his daughter was kidnapped 
in Srinagar by militants belonging 
to the Jammu and Kashmir Li- 
beration Front (JKLF). 

She was freed the following 
month in return for five jailed 
militants, whose release promp- 
ted huge celebrations that turned 
into anti-Indian riots that were 
ruthlessly put down. 

Imtiaz, wife of an electrical 
engineer with a four-year-old 
son, is the victim of the third 
kidnap operation by the JKSLF. 

In April last year, they grabbed 
the vice chancellor of Srinagar 
University, bis private secretary 
and a senior official of a state-run 
firm. All three were killed after 
the government refused to re- 
lease militants in exchange for 
them. 

Later, they took the son of a 
senior local official, but he was 
released without a deal being 
struck. 


sources as saying that at least 40 
people were brought dead to the 
hospital and three others died of 
injuries. 

It was the “worst ever building 
disaster in the city,” Press Trust 
quoted fire services director B. 
Pathak as saying. Last year, 11 
people were killed when another 
building collapsed, the news 
agency said. 

Calcutta, the capital of West 
Bengal state, is 1,250 kilometres 
(775 miles) southeast of New 
Delhi. 


Mongolia 

replaces 

leader 

PEKING ( AP) — Mongolia's rul- 
ing Communist Party elected a 
new chairman Friday, a year after 
his predecessor took office in a 
party sbakeup triggered by mass 
pro-democracy protests. 

The recurring leadership 
changes reflect the Communist 
Party's uncertainty in Mongolia's 
new multiparty political system 
and in die face of the nation’s 
food shortages, inflation and fall- 
ing industrial production. 

. Little is known abont Budrag- 
chagyn Dashyondon, the new 
Mongolian People's Revolution- 
ary Party Central Committee 
chairman. But Communist lead- 
ers in recent months have insisted 
that Mongolia remain on a dear 
Socialist path. 

Dashyondon was named chair- 
man at the Communist group’s 
20th congress. His election was 
reported by China's official 
Xinhua News Agency 

The five-day congress closed 
Friday, the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of the party on 
March I, 1921. 

Dashyondon takes over lead- 
ership of the party from Gom- 
bozhabyn Ochirbat, who was 
named to tire post a year ago 
during a party sbakeup. He suc- 
ceeded Jambyn Batmouh, who 
resigned with the rest of his five- 
man politburo in response to 
demands that the party be led by 
younger, more reform-minded 
members. 

The reorganisation was promp- 
ted by a pro-democracy move- 
ment challenging the Commun- 
ists’ seven-decade grip on power: 
Mass protests and a hunger strike 
by demonstrators last winter and 
spring forced the Communists to 
legalise opposition parties and 
hold elections. 

The Xinhua report said 
Dashyondon, 45. was elected to 
the control commission of the 
party Central Committee in 
April. ‘ 


crisis 

deepens 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Leaders of Yugoslavia's feud- 
ing republics met Friday in their 
latest attempt to settle political 
differences and agree on- the fu- 
ture of the crumbling federation. 

The meeting is die sixth since 
Jan. 10 in a series of so- far 
fruitless summits of republic lead- 
ers held under. the auspices of the 
Yugoslav Federation's eight-man 
presidency. 

“Chances for reaching an 
agreement are getting steadily 
smaller." Croatia’s centre-right 
President Franjo Tudjman said in 
an interview in Zagreb’s Vjesnik 
daily. 

Tudjman was the only presi- 
dent absent from Friday’s meet- 
ing, but Stipe Mesic, Croatia's 
representative on the collective 
presidency, attended the talks. 

There was no immediate' ex- 
planation for Tudj man’s absence. 

The country's simmering crisis 
pits the independence-minded. 
pro-Western states of Croatia and 
Slovenia against Communist- 
ruled Serbia, the largest Yugoslav 
republic, and Montenegro, its 
smallest. 

Croatia and Slovenia advocate 
turning Yugoslavia into a loose 
association of sovereign nations. 
Serbia and Montenegro. -which is 
also Communist-ruled . want a 
strong, centralised federation. 

The central state of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina and the sourthem 
republic of Macedonia want a 
compromise. Both stand to loose 
territory if Serbia's President Slo- 
i bodan Milosevic makes good on 
i threats to expand Serbia to in- 
dude all ethnic serbs in other 
stares should the federation split. 

Gting the inability of the re- 
publics to reach a compromise on 
the country’s constitution future, 
state parliaments in Slovenia and 
Croatia voted last week to initiate 
procedures for secession from 
Yugoslavia. 

Those votes do not “preclude 
the possbility of forming a new 
community of independent re- 
publics," said Slovenian presi- 
dent Milan Kucan in an interview 


Soviets in 
period of 
authoritarian 
reform — 

U.S. 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Soviet Union is now undergoing a 
period of authoritarian reform in 
which the state is expected to 
continue to use heavy-handed 
measures to protea the union 
and restore order, a senior U.S. 
official has said. 

In testimony to a Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Subcommittee, 
State Department counsellor 
Robert Zoellick gave the most 
comprehensive on-the-record 
U.S. assessment of change in the 
Soviet Union since the Kremlin 
cracked down last month on pro- 
independence forces in the Baltic 
republics. 

He described this as a “difficult 
period in U.S. -Soviet relations” 
but said the successful effort to 
build an international coalition 
against Iraq ahead of the Gulf 
war would not have been possible 
without Moscow's cooperation. 

Zoellick, one of Secretary of 
State Baker's top aides; said that 
for some time the United States 
“will need to maintain a flexible 
approach that can adjust to im- 
portant problems raised by a ma- 
jor nation in great flux.” 

He predicted the current Soviet 
economic programme "will 
almost certainly fail." 

In all, he adopted a more 
moderate approach to a Soviet 
Union in turmoil than conserva- 
tive; senators like Orrin Hatch of 
Utah who urged that the United 
States distance itself more from 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and establish more formal 
ties with pro-independence re- 
publics. 

Recent disorder reflected in a 
worsening economy and rising 
calls for autonomy "tapped deep- 
seated Russian fears" and saw 
Gorbachev turn to the right, “in 
his view to preserve his credibility 
as a leader and to preserve the 
union." Zoellick said. 

He speculated Gorbachev may 
believe that in the face of such 
pressures he must act forcefully 
to restore order so as to “save” 
his reform programme. 

“So I suspect that the Soviet 
Union is now in a period of what I 
would label authoritarian re- 
form,” he said. 

"The state will be willing to use 
heavy-handed measures to res- 
tore what it considers to be the 
necessary prerequisities for a con- 
tinued programme of economic 
and social modernisation ... the 
greatest danger is that the author- 
itarian elements could overwhelm 
the reform impulse," he said. 

Because conditions in the 
Soviet Union are likely to 
worsen, the United States needs 
to secure the benefits it has 
achieved in several years of im- 
proved ties, continue to probe for 
other points of “mutual advan- 
tage” in the changed context and 
“seek to manage the uncertainty” 
by expanding contacts with the 
republics and pro-independence 
leaders, he said. 


Latvian Communists 
warn of civil war 


MOSCOW (AP) - Three days 
before Latvians and Estonians 
vote on independence in unoffi- 
cial referendums, the top Latvian 
Communist official has warned of 
possible civil war. 

“A civil war can be avoided in 
Latvia by declaring presidential 
rule in the republic." party chief 
Alfreds Rubiks was quoted as 
saying by the Soviet Ndws Agen- 
cy. (TASS). 

Presidential rule can include 
dissolving the local parliament 
and imposing virtual dictatorial 
control over the republic. 

The vote in Latvia is expected 
to be dose, since only 50 per cent 
of the population is ethnic Lat- 
vian. The rest are mostly Russian 
and Byelorussian. 

Lithuanians, who are make up 
SO per cent of their republic, 
overwhelmingly voted in favour 
of independence in a similar poll 
on Feb. 9. 

In Lithuania, the parliament on 
Thursday passed a resolution cai- 
ing for passive resistance if Soviet 
authorities use force to restrict 
parliament's authority. 

Also Thursday, Denmark gave 
de facto recognition to 
Lithuania’s independent govern- 
ment. said Rita Dapkus of the 
Lithuanian Parliamentary Press 
Office. 

Ms. Dapkus said the foreign 
ministers of Denmark and 
Lithuania signed a protocol in 
which Denmark stated that it has 
always considered Lithuania's 
forcible incorporation into the 
Soviet Union in 1940 illegal. 

The document also says that 
full diplomatic relations will be 
renewed “as soon as conditions 
allow,” she said. 

The Soviet Union recalled its* 
ambassador to Iceland earlier this 
month after Iceland became the 
first country to recognise 
Lithuania's independence dec- 
laration last March. 

The resolution passed Thurs- 
day by the Lithuanian parliament 
stated that all Soviet laws and 
orders are illegal in the Baltic 


largely Russian city of Kohtla- 
Jarve allowed Soviet border 
guards to vote in preliminary 
independence balloting, the Esto- 
nian News Agency reported. 

Estonian officials say Soviet 
soldiers, who constitute up to 
one-third of the population by 
some estimates, may not vote. 

Estonia's population is two- 
thirds Estonian, but several cities 
in the northeast near Leningrad 
are near wholly Russian. 

Also Thursday, the United 
States sent its first shipment of 
aid directly to the Baltic repub- 
lics. The planeload of S4 million 
worth of medical supplies from 
project hope arrived in Riga, and 
will be distributed directly to 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and 
the Ukraine, TASS reported. 

U.S. President George Bush 
and Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev agreed in December 
that the United States could send 
humanitarian aid directly to 
Soviet republics, rather than 
through Moscow and the national 
government. 

Kremlin wages undeclared war 

Meanwhile Georgia’s parliament 
said Thursday that the Kremlin 
was waging an undeclared war 
against it and decided to follow 
other rebel Soviet republics in 
holding a referendum on inde- 
pendence. 

“The central government is 
waging an undeclared war against 
the republic, which has refused to 
participate in the creation of the 
so-called new federation and to 
sign the union treaty,” said a 
statement issued by parliament. 

Georgia is among a number of 
republics that have refused to 
sign a draft treaty defining the 
relationship between the Soviet 
Union’s ^republics and the cen- 
tral government. 

The nationalist parliament 
voted to bold a referendum on 
independence on March 31 when 
voters will be asked: 

“Do you want to restore the 
state independence of Georgia 


republic. “AH administrative in- based on the declaration taken on 
stitutions of the Republic of May 26, 1*918?” 


Lithuania and their officials must 
not cooperate with the occu- 
piers.” 

Lithuanians should use “non- 
violent insubordinate resistance” 


Georgia, a republic with a his- 
tory of strident nationalism and 
armed struggle, experienced a 
brief period of independence 
from 1918 until 1921 when it was 


and “political and social non-, crushed by the Red Army. 


cooperation” against occupiers, it 
said. 


Parliament also voted to hold 
peace talks with the rebel region 


The resolution was approved be- of South Ossetia. Leaders of the 


cause “the Soviet Union con- 
tinues to cany out acts of aggres- 


regjon declared last September 
they wanted to form their own 


sion directed against the republic republic within the Soviet Union 


of Lithuania.” it said. 

In Estonia, local officials in the 


rather than be part of an indepen- 
dent Georgia. 


Vietnam ready for arms 
moratorium in Cambodia 


BANGKOK (AP) — Vietnam ign Mu 
said it is Teady to respect a release* 
U.S.-Soviet initiative to stop the Friday, 
flow of arms to war-tom Cambo- 
dia and urged an urgent resum p- The 

tion of peace talks. Cambo* 

In an escalating civil war. Cam- ceasefir 
bodia’s Khmer Rouge guerrillas vene t 


ign Ministry said in a statement 
released Thursday and seen here 


The statement called on the 
Cambodian factions to reach a 
ceasefire agreement and recon- 
vene their Supreme National 


are intensifying attacks in the' Council to resolve their differ- 
nortbwest. the Vietnamese Fore- ences. 


S. African opposition welcomes 
disbanding of security force 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A 
government plan to disband the 
dreaded security police — criti- 
cised as South Africa’s KGB — 
was welcomed Friday by the Afri- 
can NatioaaJ Congress (ANC) 
and other opposition groups. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok announced late 
Thursday the security police, 
which oversee political matters, 
would be merged April 1 with the 
main detective force, the Crimin- 
al Investigation Department 
(CED). 

Vlok said the security police 
was being scrapped along with 
apartheid to get police out of 
politics. He said members of the 
force would reinforce regular 


in Belgrade's Borba daily Friday. | police in cubing rampant crime. 


“People are now more afraid of 
a criminal than a terrorist,” Vlok 
told a news conference. 

The security police, an elite 
wing of the South African police, 
gained a notorious reputation 
over the years. The force was 
charged with suppressing political 
opposition and critics claimed it 
killed and tortured anti-apartheid 
activists. 

Business Day, a leading Johan- 
nesburg newspaper, said in an 
editorial Friday, 'The security 
• police -are apartheid’s .police ... 
they are South Africa’s version of 
the Soviet KGB, East Germany's 
vicious Stasi or any political 
police force in totalitarian coun- 
tries.” 

It said the force banned and 


spied on citizens and interrogated 
detainees, “many of whom died 
mysteriously in detention.” 

The ANC, the main black 
opposition group, said abolishing 
tiie security police was a welcome 
step. But it warned the police still 
lack widespread public confi- 
dence because they are seen as 
racist. 

“The police will continue to 
lack credibility as long as they are 
perceived as part of the ongoing 
violence,” the ANC said. 

The pro-apartheid opposition 
Conservative Party denounced 
the government decision:. Con- 
servative spokesman Moolman 
Mentz said the decision was 
“naive” and he claimed terrorist 
attacks would soar. 


Kohl hits back at critics, defends Gulf, EC policies 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, accused abroad of 
being a poor ally and at home of 
lying to voters, hit back at his 
critics with a strong defence of 
foreign and domestic policies. 

Speaking at a news conference 
in Bonn, he defended Germany’s 
stance during the Gulf war, de- 
nied it was backsliding on Euro- 
pean union and rejected criticism 
of his decision to introduce hefty 
tax rises. 

Kohl, whose centre-right coali- 
tion won a landslide viaoxy in 
elections in December, said the 
United States and Germany’s 
main European allies had under- 
stood constitutional bars that pre- 
vented his government from 
sending troops to the Gulf war. 

“At no moment was there any 
irritation or misunderstanding be- 
tween myself and (U.S. Presi- 
dent) George Bush," he said. 


But he lashed out angrily at 
NATO-member Turkey over 
President Turgut Ozal’s charge- 
last month that Germany was an 
unreliable aUy because it refused 
to state in advance that it would 
defend Turkey if that country was 
attacked by Iraq. 

“Nq-one within NATO — no- 
one — may doubt Germany's 
readiness to fulfil its obligations. 
We proved this at all times," 
Kohl said. 

He said Bonn had always been 
helpful to Turkey and he hoped 
Ankara would acknowledge this. 
“1 was rather astonished by the 
harsh comments which we heard 
and which I feel were unjusti- 
fied." 

Kohl added: “I have to repre- 
sent German interests. For me 
that means always being a reli- 
able partner in NATO, bat it 
does not mean having to fit in 


with every passing mood in 
another country.” 

During the Gulf war, Germany 
sent military units to Turkey, the 
only NATO member bordering 
Iraq, and the eastern Mediterra- 
nean and donated around $10 
billion to the allied war chest. 

Kohl dismissed as absurd 
charges by a spokesman for the 
European Commission that Ger- 
many was backtracking on its 
commitment to economic and 
monetary union in the European 
Community. 

He said there was “not very 
clever” tendency among some of 
Germany’s partners to cast doubt 
on its intentions. “In the EC 
question I find it quite absurd,” 
he added. 

Defending the government’s 
announcement tills week of big 
tax increases, including a one- 
year 7.5 per cent surcharge on 


income tax, Kohl said the costs of 
Germany’s Gulf contribution, aid 
to Eastern Europe and the worse 
than expected economic plight of 
East Germany had left him no 
choice. 

He denied charges by the 
opposition Social Democrats and 
some conservative newspapers 
that he had lied to voters last year 
in promising that, taxes would not 
have to be raised to pay for 
German unification last October. 

Kohl admitted that he had 
failed to foresee the collapse of 
the Communist trading bloc 
Comecon, which accelerated East 
Germany’s decline. 

“Of coarse I was wrong on this, 
point,” Kohl said. “I made these 
dedaons on & basis which proved not 
to be sound. I stand by tins, I have 
to make decisions every day and I 
face this danger every day.” 



Man suspected 
of killing brother 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — One 
of the two “Mitchell brothers” 
who helped popularise U.S. por- 
nographic movies and live sex 
shows was shot to dea th in bis 
suburban San Francisco home 
and his brother was arrested on a 
murder charge, pofioe said. Hie 
Mitchells began producing soft- 
core pornographic films in their 
teens and later became known as 
the producers erf “behind the 
green door,” a film once de- 
scribed as pornography’s Gone 
With The Wind. It starred 
Marilyn Chambers, a former 
model whose likeness had been 
featured on packages of Ivory 
Snow soap products. According 
to local ptAice, Artie Mitchell, 45, 
was found in his borne with multi- 
ple girpfhnt wounds. His brother 
Jim MhcheD. 47, was arrested as 
he walked nearby carrying a re- 
volver and a loaded rifle. Jim 
Mitchell was booked at Marin 
Comity Jafl for investigation of 
murder. Investigators said they 
knew of no motive for the killing 
and acquaintances said they were 
surprised by the slaying. 

Lenin’s name 
removed from 
Soviet town 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet town 
named after Vladimir Lenin has 
been renamed for the first time in 
the history of the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet News Agency (TASS) 
said parliament in the Central 
Asian Republic of Tadjikistan 
had voted that the town of Leni- 
nabad would revert to its former 
name of Kbudzhand. “Deputies 
think that the change of name is 
just a step to restoring historical 
justice, and not an attempt to 
barm the memory of Lenin.” 
TASS said. Until recently the 
founder of the Soviet state was 
revered as almost inblfiUe, but 
he has come under criticism from 
radicals for his career before, 
during and after the 1917 Bolshe- 
vik Revolution. TASS said rhe 
Tadjik parliament had passed a 
law banning the practice of nam- 
ing towns in the republic after 
people. Several cities and towns 
in ffie giant Russian Federation 
which were renamed after leading 
Communist Party figures have 
reverted to their original names 
in the last few years. 

Elephants oust 
lovers from park 

COLOMBO (R) — Trysting cou- 
ples accustomed to privacy in a 
popular park in the Sri Lankan 
capital of Colombo now have 
company — 130 elephants. The 
elephants have been assembled in 
the city over the past four days 
from various parts of the Indian 
Ocean island to take part in a 
Buddhist pageant, the Perahera. 
This year more elephants than 
ever are being used is- the 
colourful annual processions, 
presenting a problem over where 
to house them. Pageant organis- 
ers found the answer by getting 
permission from Colombo muni- 
ripal authorities to keep the 
animals at the popular Victoria 
Park, named after a British 
Queen during colonial days. 
When not taking part in the 
Perahera the elephants are 
chained to trees in the park, and 
courting couples have to do their 
wooing elsewhere. 


N. Zealand hatches 
rare parrot chicks 

WELLINGTON (R) — A New 
Zealand bid to save one of the 
world’s most endangered birds, 
the flightless Kakapo parrot, re- 
ceived a boost this week when 
two chicks were batched for the 
Erst time in 10 years. One chick 
latched on remote Kttte barrier 
klacd off the Aucklabd oosst, while 
another hatched in an incubator 
at Auckland Zoo. They were the 
first known Kakapo hatchings 
since 1981, Environment Minister 
Denis Marshall said. “We now 
have two chicks and every possi- 
bility they may be joined by 
others,” he said in a statement 
Kakapo numbers have slumped 
below 50 in recent years, piaking 
it one of the world’s most en- 
dangered birds. Before European 
settlers arrived in New Zealand 
early last century, the nocturnal 
Kakapo flourished throughout 
the country. But the introduction 
of rats, cats and ferrets restricted 
them and other defenceless birds 
to remote parts of the South 
Island and Stewart Island by 
1990. Fully grown Kakapo weigh 
about three kilogrammes making 
them tiie world’s largest parrot. 
But they are vulnerable to pre- 
datore and only breed when there 
is .an abundance of food. 
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